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MINUTES 

OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

TOWNSHIP OF MONROE 

OCTOBER 6, 2025 

 

The Meeting of the Monroe Township Open Space Advisory Committee was called to order by 

Chairman, Len Fritz at 7:00pm.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given as required by the annual 

notice of meetings. 
 

Chairman, Len Fritz led the Commission in the salute to our flag. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Marc DiFrancesco, Crystal Fox, Leonard Fritz, Tracy Lavin, Daniel Levashki, Daecian Miller, 

Tushar Patel, William Wright, Lee Ziegler, and Cncl. Valentine 
 

Absent: Mark Kozachyn 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Crystal Fox made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted of the Open Space Advisory Committee 

Meeting of September 8, 2025.  The motion was seconded by Daecian Miller and approved by all 

members of the Committee in attendance. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS AND OTHER MATTERS 
 

• Liaison Reports 
 

Council – Cncl. Valentine advised that with regards to the lighting along the bike trail, he was told that it 

is too costly a project to install lighting along the trail.  A discussion ensued among the members in 

attendance as to various other lighting options that would be more cost efficient.  Cncl. Valentine stated 

that he spoke with Cncl. O’Reilly regarding the Committee’s previous conversation about the Township 

reaching out to the owners of the farms located throughout the township to advise them of their options 

for preservation and he did not seem to have much interest in the venture.   
 

Parks & Recreation Committee – Bill Wright reported, the Parks & Recreation Commission will be 

hosting their annual Fall Festival on October 18th from 10:00am to 2:00pm at Owens Park with the 

Halloween Parade following down Main Street beginning at 7:00pm.   
 

Environmental Protection Commission – Daniel Levashki reported, the Environmental Protection 

Commission voted on a new Vice-Chairperson.  The Commission was unable to file for this year’s 

Sustainable Jersey status but are working on re-applying next year.   
  

• Open Space Tour 
 

Len said, only himself and Daecian were able to go on the Open Space Tour.  A discussion regarding the 

open space throughout the township ensued.   

   

GENERAL PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

 

Tracy Lavin made a motion to open the Public Portion.  The motion was seconded by Crystal Fox and 

unanimously approved by all members in attendance.  With no one wishing to speak and no public 

comment received, Daniel Levashki made a motion to close the Public Portion.  The motion was 

seconded by Tracy Lavin and unanimously approved by all members of Committee in attendance. 
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Open Space Advisory Committee Meeting                 October 6, 2025 
 

 

OPEN DISCUSSION 

 

Farmland Preservation - Len suggested that the Committee work on creating an informational flyer which 

explains the benefits of farmland preservation to distribute to the residents to help educate them on the 

options available.  Len asked Marc if he would be able to acquire a list of properties that are basically 

farmland, 6 acres or more that the Committee can utilize once the informational flyer is created, to which 

Marc agreed.  A discussion ensued regarding the flyer and the benefits of farmland preservation.   

 

Wildflowers on Sykes Lane – Len advised, the wildflowers that the members planted at the Sykes Lane 

Lot have been mowed down.  Jenn offered to reach out to Public Works and find out what happened with 

the flowers, noting she will report back to Len once she receives an update.   

 

Bike Path Extension Status – Bill asked about the status of the Bike Path Extension project, to which Len 

asked Cncl. Valentine to follow up with Cncl. O’Reilly and the rest of Council and report back.   

 

Survey Results Status – Daecian asked about the survey results.  Marc advised that he is working on 

separating the data from the first survey to the most current fair where residents completed the survey.  A 

discussion followed regarding the survey and ways to get it out to more residents for feedback.   

 

Membership Renewal – Len asked that any member who has received an email regarding their 

membership renewal, to please respond as soon as they are able.  

 
     
ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no further business to discuss, Chairperson Leonard Fritz asked for a motion to adjourn. Tracy 

Lavin made a motion to adjourn the Monroe Township Open Space Advisory Committee Meeting of 

October 6, 2025.  The motion was seconded by Marc DiFrancesco and unanimously all in favor by all 

members of the Committee in attendance. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

       Jenn Harbison, Secretary 
 

The next scheduled Monroe Township Open Space Advisory Committee meeting is Monday, November 10, 

2025 at 7:00pm. 
 

These minutes were prepared from excerpts of the tape-recorded proceedings of the Open Space 

Advisory Committee Meeting of October 6, 2025 and serve as only a synopsis of the proceedings. 
 

Approved as submitted __________________________ Date _______________________ 

Approved as corrected __________________________ Date _______________________ 


