MINUTES
ORDINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING
TOWNSHIP OF MONROE
AUGUST 27, 2025

A.)) OPENING CEREMONIES

CALL TO ORDER

The Ordinance Committee Meeting of the Township of Monroe was called to order at
approximately 6:30 PM by Cncl. Patrick O’Reilly in the Courtroom of the Municipal Complex,
located at 125 Virginia Avenue, Williamstown, New Jersey.

Cncl. O’Reilly advised that some technical difficulties were being experienced, noting
the sound is currently working, however the video is not currently working from a YouTube
standpoint.

This meeting was advertised pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act
(N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 thru 10:4-21). Notices were placed in the official publications for the Township
of Monroe (i.e.: South Jersey Times, Courier-Post and The Sentinel of Gloucester County). A
copy of that notice is posted on the bulletin board at the Municipal Complex.

SALUTE TO THE FLAG

Cncl. Vice-Pres. Adams led the Assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance to Our Flag.

ROLL CALL

Cncl. Vice-Pres. Denise Adams Present

Cncl. Brian Cope Present

Cncl. Carolann Fox Present

Cncl. Patrick O’Reilly Present

Cncl. Al Rossi Present

Cncl. John Valentine Present

Cncl. Pres. Donald Heverly Present

Mayor Gregory A. Wolfe Present

Deputy Mayor, Joseph Kurz Present

Solicitor, Sandra Graise Present

Business Administrator, James V. DeHart, 111 Present

Dir. of Code Enforcement, William Sebastian Present

Dir. of Community Affairs, Donna Park Excused
Dir. of Parks & Recreation, Joseph Bruno Present

Dir. of Public Safety, Jon Rumpf Excused
Dir. of Public Works, Marvin Dilks Excused
Dir. of Real Estate, Jennifer Pesotski Present

Chief Financial Officer, Lorraine Boyer Present (arrived @ 6:48pm)
Police Chief John McBride Present

Deputy Municipal Clerk, Jennifer Harbison Present
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B.) APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Cncl. Rossi made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted of the Ordinance
Committee Meeting of June 25, 2025 and Ordinance Committee Meeting of July 23, 2025. The
motion was seconded by Cncl. Valentine and unanimously approved by all members of Council,
with the exception of Cncl. Pres. Heverly and Cncl. Vice-Pres. Adams who Abstained from
voting on Ordinance Committee Meeting of June 25, 2025 and Cncl. Fox and Cncl. O’Reilly
who Abstained from voting on Ordinance Committee Meeting of July 23, 2025.

C.) ORDINANCES FOR REVIEW

e Chapter 74-29 “Fees” — Police Documents

Business Administrator Mr. DeHart explained that after performing an internal audit
within the Police Department, they learned that Monroe Township is one of the few
municipalities that actually charge any fee for Police Crash Reports and last year, the
Department only collected $30 from these reports. He advised that the process for releasing the
documents is time consuming, where the department only collects approximately $.015 per
document, noting, it will make more sense to streamline the process and provide the Crash
Reports at no cost to the residents. Cncl. Pres. Heverly made a motion to move forward the
Draft Ordinance regarding Chapter 74-29 “Fees” — Police Documents for First Reading at this
evening’s Council Meeting of August 27, 2025. The motion was seconded by Cncl. Vice-Pres.
Adams and unanimously approved by all members of Council.

e Chapter 37, Article II “Fire and Ambulance Services” — Length of Service
Awards Program

Mayor Wolfe explained that he has met with the Public Safety Committee, the Fire
Chiefs along with some of the members from both fire departments, where they discussed the
proposed revisions. He noted, there are some revamps to the points system and some
clarification has been added to ensure that each member is obtaining a certain amount of points
to earn their LOSAP. He stated that all parties are happy with the revisions and are in favor of
moving the Ordinance forward. Cncl. Valentine expressed his concerns with the older senior
members within the departments potentially losing their ability to obtain points and their earned
benefits with the revisions. Mayor Wolfe explained, the ruling and referendum issued from the
New Jersey Department of Community Affairs states that a member can not earn any prior credit
prior to the Ordinance being adopted in 2001. He noted that he discussed that ruling and
interpretation with both of the fire departments and both are satisfied. Cncl. Valentine asked
how many members are losing their LOSAP, to which Mayor Wolfe explained, the members are
still able to earn their LOSAP points and he has grandfathered everyone in through 2024, so
beginning in 2025 the members will have various other opportunities to earn their seventy-five
(75) LOSAP points, it is not just based off of seniority. Cncl. Valentine expressed his concerns
with the senior members potentially losing their monthly LOSAP payment. Business
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C.) ORDINANCES FOR REVIEW (cont’d)

Administrator, Mr. DeHart explained, the members do not receive the LOSAP benefit
monthly, noting it is not a stipend reward program, the benefit is placed into a retirement fund
that the member can collect later or choose to pass on as a death benefit to their family. He
explained the steps required to be able to collet the LOSAP benefit. A discussion ensued. Cnel.
Pres. Heverly made a motion to move forward the Draft Ordinance regarding Chapter 37,
Article II “Fire and Ambulance Services” — Length of Service Awards Program for First Reading
at this evening’s Council Meeting of August 27, 2025. The motion was seconded by Cncl. Fox
and unanimously approved by all members of Council with the exception of Cnel. Valentine
who voted Nay.

D.) MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION

e Chapter 280-18 “Animal Control” — Backyard Chicken Pilot Program

Cncl. O’Reilly spoke regarding the history of the Backyard Chicken Pilot Program,
which has been in effect for approximately the last six (6) years, noting he has never received a
complaint and suggested that the program be moved out of Pilot. He stated, he will work with
Solicitor Graise to amend the Ordinance to bring it out of pilot, by removing the annual renewal
requirement, charging a one (1) time fee of $25.00, and including the requirement of a sketch of
the property indicating where the coop will be placed. Deputy Municipal Clerk, Ms. Harbison
asked if Council wanted to keep the current maximum number of licenses allowed at fifty (50),
to which Cncl. O’Reilly stated, he does not believe that a maximum number of licenses is
necessary. He will work with Solicitor Graise on the amendments to the Ordinance, to be
presented at the next Ordinance Committee Meeting.

E.) NEW BUSINESS - None

F.) UNFINISHED BUSINESS — None

G.) PUBLIC PORTION

Cncl. Fox made a motion to open the Public Portion. The motion was seconded by Cnecl.
Pres. Heverly and unanimously approved by all members of Council. With no one wishing to
speak, Cncl. Fox made a motion to close the Public Portion. The motion was seconded by Cnel.
Valentine and unanimously approved by all members of Council.
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H.) ADJOURNMENT

With nothing further to discuss, Cncl. Fox made a motion t6 adjourn the Ordinance
Committee Meeting of August 27, 2025. The motion was seconded by/ Cncl. Valentine and

unanimously approved by all members of Council.

ectfully %ubmitteq, ' ) ﬁ/
( Ak Pl C
These minutes were prepared from excerpts of the recorded proceedings and hand-written notes

Deputy Muniéipal Clerk, Jennifer Harbison Présiding Officer

taken during the Ordinance Committee Meeting of August 27, 2025 and serve only as a synopsis of
the proceedings. The official recording may be heard in the Olffice of the Township Clerk upon
proper notification pursuant to the Open Public Records Law.

Approved as submitted Date /0 / 8 /30 25

Approved as corrected U Date




