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MINUTES 

OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

TOWNSHIP OF MONROE 

MAY 5, 2025 

 

The Meeting of the Monroe Township Open Space Advisory Committee was called to order by 

Chairman, Len Fritz at 7:00pm.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given as required by the annual 

notice of meetings. 

 

Chairman, Len Fritz led the Commission in the salute to our flag. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Present: Leonard Fritz, Daniel Levashki, Tushar Patel, William Wright, Lee Ziegler, and Daecian Miller     

 

Absent: Marc DiFrancesco, Crystal Fox, Mark Kozachyn, Tracy Lavin, Michael Silvestro, and Cncl. 

Valentine 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Bill Wright made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted of the Open Space Advisory Committee 

Meeting of April 7, 2025.  The motion was seconded by Lee Ziegler and approved by all members of the 

Committee in attendance. 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS AND OTHER MATTERS 

 

• Liaison Reports 

 

Parks & Recreation Committee – Bill reported that the Committee’s next event will be the Music 

Festival which will be held on Saturday, June 7th beginning at 5:00pm at Owens Memorial Park.   

 

Environmental Protection Commission – Daniel spoke regarding what was discussed at the last 

Environmental Protection Commission Meeting, noting they discussed correspondence that they received 

regarding a request for freshwater wetlands letter of interruption, noting since they were unaware of the 

exact date of receipt, they did not provide a response, but did begin discussing a process to be used in the 

future.  They connected with the Committee on Addiction, noting the Committee’s possible upcoming 

events and their request for potential participation by the Environmental Protection Commission and the 

Open Space Advisory Committee at their events.  The next big project for the Environmental Protection 

Commission is the upcoming Spring Craft Festival, where they will host a table.    Daniel also spoke in 

reference to the Path of Hope.   

 

• Removal of a Member 

 

Jenn advised that on April 10, 2025, she sent Michael Silvestro an email and mailed him a letter by both 

regular mail and certified mail to advise that he fell below the minimum attendance requirement, attached 

a copy of the Township Code regarding the attendance requirements, and an attendance report from 2024 

and 2025 and asked Michael to let the Committee know by April 24th of his intentions and to date, there 

has been no response to the communications sent.  Daniel Levashki made a motion to have Michael 

Silvestro removed from the Open Space Advisory Committee due to lack of attendance.  The motion was  
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seconded by Bill Wright and approved by all members of the Committee in attendance.  Jenn will advise 

Administration of the removal and explained the process in filling Michael’s vacant position on the 

Committee.     
 

• Spring Arts & Craft Festival 

 

Len spoke regarding the upcoming festival, noting that Mark Kozachyn will be setting up a table and tent.  

Len advised that the festival runs from 10:00am to 3:00pm, he will be arriving around 9:00am to begin 

setting up the items that he has for the Committee’s table.  The members present discussed the times that 

they are available to attend and help with the Committee’s table at the festival.  Len spoke in reference to 

the giveaways that were purchased to provide to any resident who participates in the survey questionnaire 

that Marc DiFrancesco helped create.  A discussion followed regarding the survey questionnaire and 

possible changes to the questions and additional questions to be added to the survey.   

 

• Open Space Tour 

 

Len spoke regarding the previous tours and the places that were visited.  He brought the newer members 

up to speed on the Sykes Lane parking lot, explaining the project.  Len asked the members to reach out to 

him prior to the tour, which is scheduled for Saturday, May 31st, to let him know what specific places that 

they would like to visit on the tour.     
 

 

GENERAL PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

 

Lee Ziegler made a motion to open the Public Portion.  The motion was seconded by Bill Wright and 

unanimously approved by all members in attendance.  With no one wishing to speak and no public 

comment received, Daniel Levashki made a motion to close the Public Portion.  The motion was 

seconded by Bill Wright and unanimously approved by all members of Committee in attendance. 

 

 

OPEN DISCUSSION 

 

Lee said that the Rotary Club in Williamstown are looking for some projects around town to participate 

in, noting they will be a good resource for help with any upcoming projects. A discussion ensued 

regarding possible sites for future small projects for the Committee.     

 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no further business to discuss, Chairperson Leonard Fritz asked for a motion to adjourn. Bill Wright 

made a motion to adjourn the Monroe Township Open Space Advisory Committee Meeting of May 5, 

2025.  The motion was seconded by Marc DiFrancesco and unanimously all in favor by all members of 

the Committee in attendance. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

       Jenn Harbison, Secretary 
 

The next scheduled Monroe Township Open Space Advisory Committee meeting is Monday, June 9, 2025 at 

7:00pm. 
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These minutes were prepared from excerpts of the tape-recorded proceedings of the Open Space 

Advisory Committee Meeting of May 5, 2025 and serve as only a synopsis of the proceedings. 
 

Approved as submitted __________________________ Date _______________________ 

Approved as corrected __________________________ Date _______________________ 

 

 

 

 


