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MINUTES 

OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

TOWNSHIP OF MONROE 

APRIL 7, 2025 

 

The Meeting of the Monroe Township Open Space Advisory Committee was called to order by 

Chairman, Len Fritz at 7:00pm.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given as required by the annual 

notice of meetings. 
 

Chairman, Len Fritz led the Commission in the salute to our flag. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 

Present: Marc DiFrancesco, Crystal Fox, Leonard Fritz, Mark Kozachyn, Daniel Levashki, Daecian 

Miller, and Cncl. Valentine     
 

Absent: Tracy Lavin, Tushar Patel, Michael Silvestro, William Wright, and Leonard Ziegler 
 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Crystal Fox made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted of the Open Space Advisory Committee 

Meeting of March 3, 2025.  The motion was seconded by Mark Kozachyn and approved by all members 

of the Committee in attendance. 
 

 

CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS AND OTHER MATTERS 
 

• Liaison Reports 
 

Council – Cncl. Valentine introduced himself as the new Council Liaison to the Committee.  He noted, he 

has nothing to report at this time.  
 

Environmental Protection Commission – Daniel spoke regarding what was discussed at the last 

Environmental Protection Commission Meeting, noting they reviewed correspondence that they were 

copied on and received, the MLUL Book, Sustainable New Jersey and the logo that was created for one of 

the Sustainable projects, the Path of Hope possible restoration, and hosting six (6) tables at the May 10th 

Spring Arts Festival.   Mark asked about the plans for the Path of Hope restoration project, to which 

Daniel explained.   

 

• Attendance Policy 

 

Len spoke regarding the Township’s Attendance Policy, noting there is one (1) member, Michael 

Silvestro, who has not maintained the required attendance during his time appointed to the Committee.  

Jenn explained that she will be sending Michael a letter, via email, mail, and certified mail advising him 

of the attendance policy and asking him to respond with his intentions of remaining on the Committee or 

vacating his position.  At the next meeting, it will be on the Agenda to discuss his position on the 

Committee and if any response has been received.  Mark asked how the vacant seat would be filled, to 

which Jenn explained the process.   
 

• Spring Arts & Craft Festival 

 

Len spoke regarding the upcoming festival.  Marc spoke in reference to updating the questions for the 

Open Space survey, suggesting beginning an email chain with potential questions to be included on the  
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survey.  Len stated, he would like to have the questions finalized by the next Committee meeting.  A 

discussion followed regarding the potential new survey questions. Len asked Crystal if she could research 

the giveaways that were discussed last year for purchase for the Spring Arts & Craft Festival, to which 

she agreed.  Len spoke in reference of the times needed for the members to be in attendance to host the 

table.  Mark stated, he will provide the table and the tent.   

 

• Open Space Tour 

 

Len spoke regarding the previous tours that the members have done in the years past, to which the 

members in attendance expressed interest in scheduling one for late spring.  The members in attendance 

agreed on Saturday, May 31st beginning at 9:30AM and meeting at the Sykes Lane parking lot.  A 

discussion followed regarding various points of interest to visit on the tour.   
 

 

GENERAL PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
 

Daniel Levashki made a motion to open the Public Portion.  The motion was seconded by Crystal Fox and 

unanimously approved by all members in attendance.  With no one wishing to speak and no public 

comment received, Mark Kozachyn made a motion to close the Public Portion.  The motion was seconded 

by Marc DiFrancesco and unanimously approved by all members of Committee in attendance. 
 

 

OPEN DISCUSSION 

 

Len spoke in reference to the Grant Application that he had previously spoken about for the feasibility 

study, noting what he was told ended up being too good to be true, however, he will take what he learned 

from his communications to help the Committee apply next year.   
 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no further business to discuss, Chairperson Leonard Fritz asked for a motion to adjourn. Daniel 

Levashki made a motion to adjourn the Monroe Township Open Space Advisory Committee Meeting of 

April 7, 2025.  The motion was seconded by Marc DiFrancesco and unanimously all in favor by all 

members of the Committee in attendance. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

       Jenn Harbison, Secretary 
 

The next scheduled Monroe Township Open Space Advisory Committee meeting is Monday, May 5, 2025 at 

7:00pm. 
 

These minutes were prepared from excerpts of the tape-recorded proceedings of the Open Space 

Advisory Committee Meeting of April 7, 2025 and serve as only a synopsis of the proceedings. 
 

Approved as submitted __________________________ Date _______________________ 

Approved as corrected __________________________ Date _______________________ 


