MINUTES
OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
TOWNSHIP OF MONROE
MARCH 3, 2025

The Meeting of the Monroe Township Open Space Advisory Committee was called to order by
Chairman, Len Fritz at 7:00pm. Adequate notice of this meeting was given as required by the annual
notice of meetings.

Chairman, Len Fritz led the Commission in the salute to our flag.
ROLL CALL

Present: Marc DiFrancesco, Crystal Fox, Leonard Fritz, Mark Kozachyn, Daniel Levashki, Tushar Patel,
William Wright, Leonard Ziegler, and Daecian Miller

Absent: Tracy Lavin, Michael Silvestro, and Cncl. Rossi

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Bill Wright made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted of the Open Space Advisory Committee
Meeting of February 3, 2025. The motion was seconded by Mark Kozachyn and approved by all
members of the Committee in attendance.

CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS AND OTHER MATTERS

e Liaison Reports

Parks & Recreation — Bill stated that there are no real updates at this time. He noted, the Parks &
Recreation Commission is very excited about the projected Amphitheater and its proposed location. Mark
Kozachyn asked about the lights located at the Church Street fields, asking if they are on a timer, to which
Bill confirmed. A discussion followed.

Environmental Protection Commission — Daniel advised that at the last Environmental Protection
Commission they discussed the Path of Hope and about possibly moving it to a maintained area along the
bike path and their plan to purchase park benches and trees to be dedicated and installed along the Path of
Hope. He spoke regarding the South Jersey Green Team, noting the four (4) main goals for this year are
the reusable bag education, buy fresh buy local, green challenges, and establishing a creative team.
Regarding the Spring Craft Fair, the Commission plans to host four (4) tables. With regards to the Black
Horse Pike overpass connector piece, Dan Kozak mentioned that it has already been previously addressed
with Administration. Mark Kozachyn asked about the Sustainable/South Jersey Green Team and lighting
along the bike trail and a discussion followed.

At this time, all of the members introduced themselves, as there are a lot of new members in attendance.

e Grant Application

Len stated, he presented the Committee’s recommendation along with the possibly of obtaining the grant
to receive a feasibility study for the trail crossing the Black Horse Pike connecting the trail to Winslow
Township to Council. He said, he is working with the gentleman who is helping the Committee obtain
the grant and by the next Committee Meeting, he will have more to report. Len spoke regarding the grant,
what it can be used for and future grants that the Committee can apply for.
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e Township Events (Festivals, etc.)

Len stated, he would like the Committee to host a table at the Spring Arts & Crafts Festival and the Fall
Arts & Crafts Festival. A discussion ensued regarding what hosting a table involves. Len suggested
updating the interest survey that they had at the last Falls Arts & Crafts Festival, to which Marc
DiFrancesco agreed.

At this time, Len spoke regarding the responsibilities of the Open Space Advisory Committee.

GENERAL PUBLIC DISCUSSION

Daniel Levashki made a motion to open the Public Portion. The motion was seconded by Crystal Fox and
unanimously approved by all members in attendance. With no one wishing to speak and no public
comment received, Crystal Fox made a motion to close the Public Portion. The motion was seconded by
Bill Wright and unanimously approved by all members of Committee in attendance.

OPEN DISCUSSION

Daecian and Bill asked about the proposed amphitheater project, to which Len explained.

Len stated that at the next Committee Meeting, they will discuss the schedule of the table for the Spring
Arts & Crafts Festival.

Len said, in the years past the Committee members have met on a Saturday and visited the various open

spaces around the town, asking if there is any interest to schedule one in the coming months, to which a
discussion followed.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to discuss, Chairperson Leonard Fritz asked for a motion to adjourn. Bill Wright
made a motion to adjourn the Monroe Township Open Space Advisory Committee Meeting of March 3,
2025. The motion was seconded by Mark Kozachyn and unanimously all in favor by all members of the
Committee in attendance.

Respectfully submitted,

Jenn Harbison, Secretary

The next scheduled Monroe Township Open Space Advisory Committee meeting is Monday, April 7, 2025 at
7:00pm.

These minutes were prepared from excerpts of the tape-recorded proceedings of the Reorganization
Open Space Advisory Committee Meeting of March 3, 2025 and serve as only a synopsis of the
proceedings.

Approved as submitted Date
Approved as corrected Date




