
1 

 

MINUTES 

OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

TOWNSHIP OF MONROE 

JANUARY 13, 2025 

 

The Reorganization Meeting of the Monroe Township Open Space Advisory Committee was called to 

order by the secretary, Jenn Harbison at 7:00pm.  Adequate notice of this meeting was given as required 

by the annual notice of meetings. 

 

Jenn Harbison led the Commission in the salute to our flag. 

 

ROLL CALL 

 

Present: Marc DiFrancesco, Crystal Fox, Leonard Fritz, Mark Kozachyn, Tushar Patel, Leonard Ziegler, 

Cncl. Al Rossi     

 

Absent: Tracy Lavin and Michael Silvestro 
 

 

NOMINATIONS & ELECTIONS 

 

Crystal Fox made a motion to open the floor for nominations for the 2025 Chairperson and Vice 

Chairperson of the Open Space Advisory Committee.  The motion was seconded by Mark Kozachyn and 

approved by all members of the Committee in attendance. 

 

Mark Kozachyn nominated Len Fritz as Chairperson.  The nomination was seconded by Tushar Patel and 

approved by all members of the Committee in attendance.  No other nominations were made. 

 

ROLL CALL VOTE ON NOMINATION OF LEONARD FRITZ AS 2025 CHAIRPERSON OF 

THE OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

5 AYES (DiFrancesco, Fox, Kozachyn, Patel, Ziegler), 1 ABSTAIN (Fritz) 

 

Leonard Fritz was appointed as 2025 Chairperson to the Monroe Township  

Open Space Advisory Committee. 

 

Crystal Fox nominated Tracy Lavin as Vice-Chairperson.  The nomination was seconded by Leonard 

Fritz.  No other nominations were made.   

 

ROLL CALL VOTE ON NOMINATION OF TRACY LAVIN AS  

2025 VICE - CHAIRPERSON OF THE OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE  

6 AYES (DiFrancesco, Fox, Fritz, Kozachyn, Patel, Ziegler) 

 

Tracy Lavin was appointed as 2025 Vice-Chairperson to the Monroe Township  

Open Space Advisory Committee. 

 

Mark Kozachyn made a motion to close the floor for nominations.  The motion was seconded by Crystal 

Fox and approved by all members of the Committee in attendance. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

Crystal Fox made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted of the Open Space Advisory Committee 

Meeting of December 2, 2024.  The motion was seconded by Mark Kozachyn and approved by all 

members of the Committee in attendance. 
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Open Space Advisory Committee Meeting                   January 13, 2025 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS AND OTHER MATTERS 
 

• Liaison Reports 
 

Council – Cncl. Rossi introduced himself to the members of the Committee in attendance, noting there is 

nothing new to report at this time.    

   

• Prioritize Project for 2025 

 

Len stated that he would like to present the 2025 Recommendations to Council at their next scheduled 

meeting.  Len brought Cncl. Rossi up to speed on the current projects that the Committee have and are 

working on and what projects they have discussed working on in the future.   

 

• Trail Updates 

 

Len spoke regarding the trail connector piece which would connect the existing trail over the Black Horse 

Pike, the easement required to connect the trail, and the upcoming grant opportunities that can help fund 

the studies required for the project.   

 

OPEN DISCUSSION 

 

Mark Kozachyn stated, he would like to see the Committee pick one (1) project to focus on for the 

upcoming year, suggesting that project should be the trail that crosses over the Black Horse Pike.  A 

discussion regarding the connector trail followed.   

 

A discussion ensued regarding the proposed Amphitheatre to be located between the Dog Park and Owens 

Memorial Park.   

 

Crystal Fox spoke in reference to the old library property located on Main Street, asking if it was 

Township owned and who is responsible for taking care of it.  She suggested maybe planting wildflowers 

there similar to what the Committee did at the Sykes Lane property.  A discussion followed.   

 

GENERAL PUBLIC DISCUSSION 
 

Crystal Fox made a motion to open the Public Portion.  The motion was seconded by Marc DeFrancesco 

and unanimously approved by all members in attendance.  With no one wishing to speak and no public 

comment received, Lee Ziegler made a motion to close the Public Portion.  The motion was seconded by 

Tushar Patel and unanimously approved by all members of Committee in attendance. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

With no further business to discuss, Chairperson Leonard Fritz asked for a motion to adjourn. Mark 

Kozachyn made a motion to adjourn the Monroe Township Open Space Advisory Committee 

Reorganization Meeting of January 13, 2025.  The motion was seconded by Tushar Patel and 

unanimously all in favor by all members of the Committee in attendance. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

       Jenn Harbison, Secretary 
 

The next scheduled Monroe Township Open Space Advisory Committee meeting is Monday, February 3, 

2025 at 7:00pm. 
 

These minutes were prepared from excerpts of the tape-recorded proceedings of the Reorganization 

Open Space Advisory Committee Meeting of January 13, 2025 and serve as only a synopsis of the 

proceedings. 
 

Approved as submitted __________________________ Date _______________________ 

Approved as corrected __________________________ Date _______________________ 

 

 


