MINUTES
OPEN SPACE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
TOWNSHIP OF MONROE
NOVEMBER 12, 2024

The meeting of the Monroe Township Open Space Advisory Committee was called to order by the
Chairman, Len Fritz at 7:03pm. Adequate notice of this meeting was given as required by the annual
notice of meetings.

Chairman, Len Fritz led the Commission in the salute to our flag.

ROLL CALL

Present: Crystal Fox, Leonard Fritz, Tracy Lavin, Tushar Patel, Leonard Zeigler, and Marc DiFrancesco

Absent: Anthony Bundi, Alan Dodd, Mark Kozachyn, Michael Silvestro, and Cncl. Valcourt

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Tracy Lavin made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted of the Open Space Advisory Committee
Meeting of October 7, 2024. The motion was seconded by Crystal Fox and approved by all members of
the Committee in attendance.

CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS AND OTHER MATTERS

e Liaison Reports - None

o« 2024 Member Expirations

Len advised, that Anthony, Alan and his own membership term are expiring at the end of December 2024.
Jenn advised, she forwarded an email to the 3 members asking for them to reply expressing their interest
in either remaining on the committee or not, so that she can forward same to the Mayor and Council for
re-appointment consideration at Council Reorganization Meeting in January.

« Recommendations to Council

Len provided a copy of last years’ Recommendations to Council to the members prior to the meeting for
their review. Tracy suggested including the Open Space Survey results that have been received so far.
Marc DiFrancesco asked about the recommendations, to which Len explained how the recommendations
are prepared. A discussion regarding the recommendations ensued.

e Trail Updates

Len stated, there is nothing new to present at this time. Len spoke regarding the easement which would
help connect the trail over the Black Horse Pike that Cncl. O’Reilly spoke about at a previous meeting.
He and Jenn will reach out to Cncl. O’Reilly regarding the easement and report back. A discussion
regarding the easement, and its location followed. Lee asked about the upcoming grant opportunities for
the trail, to which Len explained.
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GENERAL PUBLIC DISCUSSION

Crystal Fox made a motion to open the Public Portion. The motion was seconded by Tushar Patel and
unanimously approved by all members of the Commission in attendance. With no one wishing to speak
and no public comment received, Tracy Lavin made a motion to close the Public Portion. The motion
was seconded by Crystal Fox and unanimously approved by all members of Commission in attendance.

OPEN DISCUSSION

Jenn stated that within the next week, she will be sending out the potential 2025 schedule of meeting dates
for the members to review and vote on at the next scheduled meeting.

A discussion regarding the survey ensued, as to where in town the QR Codes can be posted and ways to
help reach more people.

Len stated that the Environmental Protection Commission is struggling with membership, explaining that
in the past it has been mentioned about potentially merging the two Committee. He noted, this has not
been brought to his attention recently but wanted to discuss the potential possibility with the Open Space
members in case it does.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business to discuss, Len Fritz made a motion to adjourn the Monroe Township Open
Space Advisory Committee Meeting of November 12, 2024. The motion was seconded by Crystal Fox
and unanimously all in favor by all members of the Commission in attendance.

Respectfully submitted,

Jennifer Harbison, Secretary

These minutes were prepared from excerpts of the tape-recorded proceedings of the Open Space Advisory
Committee Meeting of November 12, 2024 and serve as only a synopsis of the proceedings.
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