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AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MONROE 

TO AMEND CHAPTER 295 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MONROE, 

ENTITLED “NUISANCES” 
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WHEREAS, the Township Council of Monroe recognizes an increase in individuals 

camping or sleeping on sidewalks, near storefronts, and in other public areas, creating nuisances 

and potential hazards for residents and visitors; and 

 

WHEREAS, recent incidents in the Township, highlight the need to protect public and 

quasi-public spaces from unauthorized habitation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the United States Supreme Court, in City of Grants Pass, Oregon v. Johnson, 

144 S. Ct. 2202 (2024), upheld municipal ordinances prohibiting camping or sleeping in public 

areas; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Township Council finds it in the best interest of its residents to prohibit 

camping or sleeping in public or quasi-public areas to ensure safety and preserve the community's 

character. 

 

SECTION I.  Chapter 295, entitled “Nuisances” is hereby amended as follows: 

 

§295-14 Prohibited Camping.  

 

A. Definitions. 

 

(1) Camping: The act of occupying a location outdoors for temporary habitation, 

evidenced by one or more of the following actions: erecting or using tents, 

tarps, or other shelters; laying down sleeping bags, blankets, pillows, or other 

bedding; placing or storing personal belongings; cooking or making a fire. 

 

(2) Public Place: Government-owned or publicly maintained property designated 

for public use, including but not limited to parks, schools, playgrounds, and 

sports fields. 

 

(3) Quasi-Public Place: Private or publicly owned property used for proprietary 

or business purposes that invites public patronage or access. This may include 

shopping centers, privately operated recreational facilities, or event venues 

where public ingress and egress are permitted. 

 

(4) Sidewalk: The portion of the street or way intended for public and pedestrian 

use, extending from the curb lines or lateral lines of the roadway to the 

adjacent property lines. 

 

(5) Street, Public Street, or Highway: The portion of the street, public street, or 

highway set apart for vehicular traffic or as a parkway, included between the 

gutter and curb line. 

 

 



ORDINANCE O:53-2024 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MONROE 

TO AMEND CHAPTER 295 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MONROE, 

ENTITLED “NUISANCES” 

2 
 

 

(6) Streetscape Improvement: City-owned or -controlled property within, 

adjacent to, or along the street containing one or more of the following: 

crosswalks, curbs, sidewalks, landscaping, drainage enhancements, benches, 

street furnishings, planters, lighting, and traffic calming measures. 

 

B. Trailers Prohibited. 

 

No person or entity shall detach from any vehicle and place, suffer, or permit to be detached 

and placed or continued, any trailer within the public right-of-way of any roadway in 

Monroe Township. 

 

C. Camping, Storing Personal Belongings, or Obstruction Prohibited; Exception. 

 

(1) No person or entity shall place, store, or continue to place any article of traffic, 

merchandise, wares, cases, boxes, packing boxes, barrels, personal belongings, 

or other obstructions upon any sidewalk, street, highway, streetscape 

improvement, or quasi-public place in Monroe Township, except for purposes 

of transit or delivery and for such time and in such manner as reasonably 

necessary for such purposes. This provision does not apply to sidewalk sales, 

Township functions, or special events. 

 

(2) No person shall camp or sleep on any street, highway, sidewalk, streetscape 

improvement, or quasi-public place at any time. 

 

(3) Penalties: 

 

(a) For a first offense, upon conviction under Subsection A, the 

offender shall be fined not less than $100 and not exceeding 

$500. 

 

(b) For a second offense, the Municipal Court may, upon conviction 

under Subsection A, issue an order restraining the offender 

from returning to the public or quasi-public place where the 

offense occurred. Additionally, the offender shall be fined not 

less than $500 and not exceeding $2,000. 

 

(c) For a third offense, upon conviction under Subsection A or 

violation of a restraining order imposed under Subsection D, the 

offender shall be subject to up to 30 days imprisonment in the 

county jail, up to 30 days of community service, and/or a fine of 

not less than $1,000 and not exceeding $2,000. 
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D. Encumbering Sidewalks; Rendering Passage Unsafe. 

 

No person or entity shall place or permit to be placed on any sidewalk any object or thing 

that encumbers the sidewalk or renders travel upon it dangerous or unsafe. An offender, 

upon violating this section, shall be subject to a fine of not less than $100 and not exceeding 

$500 for each offense. Additionally, repeat offenders may be subject to further penalties, 

including up to 30 days of community service, as deemed appropriate by the Municipal 

Court. 

 

SECTION II.  All prior Ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with the provisions 

of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.   

 

SECTION III.  If any word, phrase, clause, section or provision in this Ordinance shall be 

found by any Court of competent jurisdiction to be unenforceable, illegal, or unconstitutional, such 

word, phrase, clause, section or provision shall be severable from the balance of the Ordinance 

and the remainder of the Ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.   

 

SECTION IV.  This Ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) days after final passage and 

publication as required by law.   

 

TOWNSHIP OF MONROE 

____________________________________ 

CNCL. PRES., CHELSEA VALCOURT 

 

ATTEST: 

_____________________________________ 

Twp. Clerk, Aileen Chiselko, RMC 

or Deputy Clerk, Jennifer Harbison, RMC 

 

CERTIFICATION OF CLERK 

The foregoing Ordinance was introduced at a meeting of the Township Council of the 

Township of Monroe held on the 13th day of November, 2024, and will be considered for final 

passage and adoption at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Monroe to be held 

on 27th day of November, 2024 at the Municipal Building, 125 Virginia Avenue, Williamstown, 

New Jersey 08094, at which time any person interested therein will be given an opportunity to be 

heard. 

 

____________________________________ 
Twp. Clerk, Aileen Chiselko, RMC 

or Deputy Clerk, Jennifer Harbison, RMC 
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ROLL CALL VOTE 

 

1st Reading 

 

 AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Cncl. Adams     

Cncl. Fox     

Cncl. Garbowski     

Cncl. Heverly     

Cncl. McKinney     

Cncl. O’Reilly     

Cncl. Pres. Valcourt     

Tally:     

 

2nd Reading 

 

 AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Cncl. Adams     

Cncl. Fox     

Cncl. Garbowski     

Cncl. Heverly     

Cncl. McKinney     

Cncl. O’Reilly     

Cncl. Pres. Valcourt     

Tally:     

 

 The foregoing ordinance was hereby approved by the Mayor of the Township of Monroe 

on this _____ day of _______________, 2024.   

    

      ____________________________________ 

      MAYOR GREGORY A. WOLFE 


