
ORDINANCE O:51-2024 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MONROE 

TO AUTHORIZE THE MONROE MUNICIPAL UTILITY AUTHORITY TO ENTER 

PROPERTY TO PERFORM A LEAD SERVICE LINE REPLACEMENT 
 

1 
 

WHEREAS, lead or galvanized service lines may pose health risks to residents, and the 

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (“NJ DEP”) has identified the replacement 

of such lines as a priority under its statewide initiative; and 

WHEREAS, New Jersey Statute “NJ Stat. 58:12A-39” authorizes municipalities to enact 

ordinances to enable municipal utility authorities to enter properties for the specific purpose of 

replacing lead service lines and associated water service infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, the Monroe Municipal Utility Authority (hereinafter referred to as “MUA”) 

has determined the necessity of entering private properties within the Township of Monroe to 

conduct lead or galvanized service line replacements for the health, safety, and welfare of the 

public; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Council of the Township 

of Monroe as follows: 

SECTION I.  Authority to Enter Property 

1. Authorization to Enter: The MUA is hereby authorized to enter private properties 

within the Township of Monroe to conduct inspections and perform all work necessary 

to replace lead or galvanized service lines connecting municipal water systems to 

private property. 

 

2. Notice Requirement: Except in cases of emergency as further outlined in this 

Ordinance, the MUA shall provide property owners with a minimum of seventy-two 

(72) hours advance written notice of its intention to enter the property to perform such 

work. Notice must include: 

 

o The purpose and scope of the replacement work. 

o The anticipated start date and duration of the work. 

o Contact information for the MUA, including a designated point of contact for 

inquiries and concerns. 

 

3. Emergency Access: In the event of an emergency as determined by the NJ DEP or the 

MUA, including but not limited to the immediate risk of water contamination, the MUA 

may enter the property without prior notice to perform necessary work. In such cases, 

the MUA shall make reasonable efforts to notify the property owner or occupant as 

soon as practicable. 

SECTION II.  Post-Work Notification 

1. Completion Letter: Upon completion of the lead service line replacement, the MUA 

shall send a detailed post-completion notification to the property owner via certified 

mail. The notification must include: 
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o The date and time of service line replacement. 

o An approximate duration of the replacement work. 

o A summary of all work performed, including any relevant technical details of 

the replacement and any additional actions taken to restore the property to its 

original condition. 

 

2. Record-Keeping Requirement: The MUA shall maintain detailed records of all lead 

service line replacements conducted within the Township of Monroe. These records 

should be readily accessible to the property owner and NJ DEP upon request and 

include: 

 

o The address and details of each service line replacement. 

o Photographic documentation, if available, before and after the replacement. 

o Information on any additional service performed related to the replacement 

process. 

 

SECTION III.  Property Restoration 

 

1. Restoration Obligations: The MUA shall restore the property to a condition that is as 

close as practicable to the condition prior to the replacement work. This may include, 

but is not limited to, restoration of landscaping, pavement, and other affected property 

elements. 

 

2. Liability for Damages: The MUA shall be liable for any damages directly caused by 

the lead service line replacement work, and property owners shall have the right to seek 

redress through the MUA for any uncompensated property damage. 

 

SECTION IV.  Enforcement and Penalties 

 

1. Compliance: Property owners are required to comply with the reasonable requests of 

the MUA for access and replacement work as set forth in this Ordinance. Refusal to 

grant access after reasonable notice may subject the property owner to penalties as 

allowed under municipal code and state law. 

 

2. Penalties for Non-Compliance: Property owners who unreasonably refuse access for 

the replacement of lead service lines may be subject to penalties, not to exceed $500 

per day, until compliance is achieve, or until a Property Owner Refusal Form is 

submitted to the MUA. 

 

SECTION V.  If any provision or part of this Ordinance shall be deemed invalid, the 

remainder shall not be affected and shall remain in full force and effect to the fullest extent 

permitted by law. 
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SECTION VI.  This Ordinance shall take effect twenty (20) days after final passage and 

publication as required by law. 

 

       TOWNSHIP OF MONROE 

 

       ____________________________________ 

       CNCL. PRES., CHELSEA VALCOURT 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_____________________________________ 

Twp. Clerk, Aileen Chiselko, RMC 

or Deputy Clerk, Jennifer Harbison, RMC 

 

CERTIFICATION OF CLERK 

 

 The foregoing Ordinance was introduced at a meeting of the Township Council of the 

Township of Monroe held on the 13th day of November, 2024, and will be considered for final 

passage and adoption at a meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Monroe to be held 

on 27th of November, 2024 at the Municipal Building, 125 Virginia Avenue, Williamstown, New 

Jersey 08094, at which time any person interested therein will be given an opportunity to be heard. 

 

____________________________________ 

Twp. Clerk, Aileen Chiselko, RMC 

or Deputy Clerk, Jennifer Harbison, RMC 
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ROLL CALL VOTE 

 

1st Reading 

 

 AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Cncl. Adams     

Cncl. Fox     

Cncl. Garbowski     

Cncl. Heverly     

Cncl. McKinney     

Cncl. O’Reilly     

Cncl. Pres. Valcourt     

Tally:     

 

2nd Reading 

 

 AYES NAYS ABSTAIN ABSENT 

Cncl. Adams     

Cncl. Fox     

Cncl. Garbowski     

Cncl. Heverly     

Cncl. McKinney     

Cncl. O’Reilly     

Cncl. Pres. Valcourt     

Tally:     

 

 The foregoing ordinance was hereby approved by the Mayor of the Township of Monroe 

on this _____ day of _______________, 2024.  

       

       ____________________________________ 

       MAYOR GREGORY A. WOLFE  

 


