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TOWNSHIP OF MONROE PLANNING BOARD

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE MONROE TOWNSHIP HOUSING ELEMENT AND FAIR SHARE PLAN

WHEREAS,  pursuant to the  Supreme Court of New Jersey’s March 10, 2015 decision in the Matter of Adoption of N.J.A.C. 5:96 and 5:97 by the New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing, 22 N.J. 1 (2015) (“Mount Laurel IV”), the Supreme Court of New Jersey transferred primary jurisdiction over affordable housing matters from the New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing (“COAH”) to the New Jersey Superior Court, and established a transitional process for certified municipalities, like the Township of Monroe, to file declaratory judgment actions, seeking to have their Housing Elements and Fair Share Plans (“HEFSPs”) found determined to be constitutionally compliant; and

WHEREAS,  Municipalities whose HEFSPs are found to be constitutionally compliant by the New Jersey Superior Court are entitled to protection similar to hose they would have received if they had continued to proceed before COAH; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:27D-313 and Mount Laurel IV, the New Jersey Superior Court has the authority to enter an Order granting protection and repose against exclusionary zoning litigation to a municipality that is in compliance with its affordable housing obligations under the Fair Housing Act, N.J.S.A. 52:27D-301 et seq.; and

WHEREAS, the Township of Monroe filed a declaratory judgment action in July of 2015 in the New Jersey Superior Court asking the Court to declare Monroe Township’s HEFSP constitutionally compliant, and seeking protection and repose against exclusionary zoning litigation for a ten (10) year period (the “Action”); and

WHEREAS, on or about November 30, 2017, the Township and the Fair Share Housing Center (“FSHC”) and other interested parties entered into a Settlement Agreement, which among other things, contemplated that the adoption of an agreed upon HEFSP would satisfy the Township’s obligations under Mount Laurel doctrine, and the Fair Housing Act for the Prior Round (1987-1999), Gap Period Present Need (1999-2015) and Third Round Propsective Need (2015-2015) and therefore entitle the Township to benefit from a Judgment of Compliance and Repose to be issued by the New Jersey Superior Court; and 

 WHEREAS, the Township’s Affordable Housing Plan Consultants, Marcia Shiffman, PP, AICP, LLA and J. Timothy Kernan, PE, PP, CME, of Maser Consulting, P.A., prepared a HEFSP dated July of 2018 that addresses the Township’s affordable housing obligations (“2018 HEFS:”); and 

WHEREAS, the 2018 HEFSP is the basis for the Township’s request to the New Jersey Superior Court for a Judgment of Compliance and Repose; and

WHEREAS, upon notice duly provided pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:55D-13, the Planning Board of the Township of Monroe held a public hearing on the 2018 HEFSP on Thursday, August 23, 2018; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Board has determined that the 2018 HEFSP is consistent with the goals and objectives of the Township of Monroe  Master Plan and that adoption and implementation of the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan are in the public interest and protect public health and safety and promote the general welfare.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Planning Board of the Township of Monroe, Gloucester County, State of New Jersey, that the Planning Board hereby adopts the August 2018 Housing Element and Fair Share Plan in the form attached hereto as Exhibit “A.”







______________________________








Chairman of Planning Board

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the resolution adopting the Housing Element and Fair Share Plan of the Township of Monroe, Gloucester County.
_______________________

Planning Board Secretary

ROLL CALL VOTE
THOSE IN FAVOR:                      

THOSE OPPOSED:     
THOSE ABSTAINING:                 
CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution is a memorializing resolution adopted by the Planning Board of the Township of Monroe on August 23, 2018 to memorialize its decision at its regular meeting on August 23, 2018.
Ms. Rosemary Flaherty,
SECRETARY
MONROE TOWNSHIP PLANNING BOARD

Dated: ____________________
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