MINUTES
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TOWNSHIP OF MONROE
OCTOBER 28, 2013

A) OPENING CEREMONIES

CALL TO ORDER

The Regular Council Meeting of the Township of Monroe was called to order at
approximately 8:00 PM by Cncl. Pres., Daniel Teefy in the Court Room of the Municipal
Complex located at 125 Virginia Avenue, Williamstown, New Jersey.

This meeting was advertised pursuant to the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act
(NJSA 10:4-6 thru 10:4-21). Notices were placed in the official publications for Monroe
Township (i.e.: South Jersey Times, the Courier Post and the Sentinel of Gloucester County). A
copy of that notice is posted on the bulletin board at the Municipal Complex.

Cncl. Pres., Daniel Teefy stated the Clerk has placed a sign-in sheet at the rear of the
Court Room. If anyone would like to address Council during the Public Portion, please sign in
and you will be asked to come forward to the microphone. Kindly state your name for the
record.

SALUTE TO FLAG - INVOCATION

Cncl. Ronald Garbowski led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance to Our Flag and
Karen Van Houten of Cross Keys United Methodist Church offered the Invocation.

ROLL CALL OF TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS

Cncl. Walter Bryson Present
Cncl. Frank Caligiuri Present
Cncl. Marvin Dilks Present
Cncl. Rich DiLucia Present
Cncl. Ronald Garbowski Present
Cncl. William Sebastian Present
Cncl. Pres., Daniel Teefy Present
Mayor Michael Gabbianelli Present
Solicitor, Charles Fiore Present
Business Adm., Kevin Heydel Excused
Engineer, Chris Rehmann Present
Dir. Finance, Jeff Coles Excused
Dir. Of Code Enforcement, George Reitz Excused
Dir. Of Public Safety, Jim Smart Present
Dir. Of Public Works, Bob Avis Present
Township Clerk, Susan McCormick Present

PRESENTATIONS - None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Cncl. Garbowski made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted of the Council
Work Session and Regular Council Meeting of October 14, 2013. The motion was seconded by
Cncl. Dilks and unanimously approved by all members of Council with the exception of Cncl.
Bryson who Abstained.

B.) CORRESPONDENCE - None

C) RESOLUTIONS SCHEDULED - PUBLIC PORTION

Cncl. Garbowski made a motion to open the Resolutions Scheduled-Public Portion. The
motion was seconded by Cncl. Walter Bryson and unanimously approved by all members of
Council. With no one wishing to speak Cncl. DiLucia made a motion to close the Resolutions
Scheduled - Public Portion. The motion was seconded by Cncl. Sebastian and unanimously
approved by all members of Council.
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MINUTES
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TOWNSHIP OF MONROE
OCTOBER 28, 2013

C) RESOLUTIONS SCHEDULED - PUBLIC PORTION (cont'd)

R:190-2013 Resolution Requesting Approval Of Items Of Revenue And Appropriation
N.J.S.A. 40A:4-87 Williamsburg Village Project

Cncl. Bryson made a motion to approve Resolution R:190-2013. The motion was
seconded by Cncl. DiLucia and approved by all members of Council with the exception of
Cncl. Garbowski and Cncl. Bryson who Abstained.

R:191-2013 Resolution Requesting Approval Of Items Of Revenue And Appropriation
N.J.5.A. 40A:4-87 Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund

Cncl. Garbowski made a motion to approve Resolution R:191-2013. The motion was
seconded by Cncl. Sebastian and unanimously approved by all members of Council.

R:192-2013 Resolution Adjusting Township Of Monroe Tax Records

Cncl. Bryson made a motion to approve Resolution R:192-2013. The motion was
seconded by Cncl. Dilks and unanimously approved by all members of Council.

R:193-2013 Resolution Authorizing The Sale Of Township-Owned Stock (REMOVED
FROM AGENDA)

R:194-2013 Resolution Approving The Bill List For The Council Meeting October 28,
2013

Cncl. Garbowski made a motion to approve Resolution R:194-2013. The motion was
seconded by Cncl. DiLucia and unanimously approved by all members of Council.

R:195-2013 Resolution Of The Township Council Of The Township Of Monroe
Authorizing A Taxpayer’s Agreement Concerning Delinquent Taxes Between The Township Of
Monroe And Terrance And Faith Pough For Block 10204, Lot 26

Cncl. Caligiuri made a motion to approve Resolution R:195-2013. The motion was
seconded by Cncl. Garbowski and unanimously approved by all members of Council.

R:196-2013 Resolution Of The Township Council Of The Township Of Monroe In Support
Of Approval Of Ordinance 0:15-2013 Entitled “An Ordinance Of The Township Of Monroe
Establishing A Mixed-Use Zoning District” Pursuant To N.J.S.A. 40:55D-62 And The Settlement
Agreement

Cncl. Dilks made a motion to approve Resolution R:196-2013. The motion was
seconded by Cncl. Bryson and unanimously approved by all members of Council.

D.) ORDINANCES

Cncl. Pres., Teefy turned this portion of the meeting over to Ordinance Committee
Chairman, Cncl. Sebastian. Cncl. Garbowski made a motion to open the Public Hearing for
Ordinances O:15-2013 and O:18-2013. The motion was seconded by Cncl. Caligiuri and
unanimously approved by all members of Council. With no one wishing to speak Cncl. Bryson
made a motion to close the Public Hearing. The motion was seconded by Cncl. Pres., Teefy and
unanimously approved by all members of Council.

0:15-2013 An Ordinance Of The Township Of Monroe To Establish A Mixed-Use
Zoning District

Second Reading: The above ordinance was published in an official publication for the
Township of Monroe. This portion was opened to the public.

Cncl. Garbowski made a motion to approve Ordinance O:15-2013 for Second Reading
and Public Hearing. The motion was seconded by Cncl. Dilks.
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MINUTES
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TOWNSHIP OF MONROE
OCTOBER 28, 2013

D.) ORDINANCES (cont’d)

ROLL CALL VOTE TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 0:15-2013 FOR SECOND READING AND
PUBLIC HEARING - ALL AYES

Tally: 7 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain, 0 Absent Ordinance 0:15-2013 was duly approved
for Second Reading and Public Hearing.

0:18-2013 Ordinance Providing For The Purchase Of A Municipal Bus By The
Township Of Monroe, County Of Gloucester, State Of New Jersey Appropriating The Sum Of
$40,000.00

Second Reading: The above ordinance was published in an official publication for the
Township of Monroe. This portion was opened to the public.

Cncl. Bryson made a motion to approve Ordinance 0:18-2013 for Second Reading and
Public Hearing. The motion was seconded by Cncl. Garbowski.

ROLL CALL VOTE TO APPROVE ORDINANCE 0:18-2013 FOR SECOND READING AND
PUBLIC HEARING - ALL AYES

Tally: 7 Ayes, 0 Nays, 0 Abstain, 0 Absent Ordinance 0:18-2013 was duly approved
for Second Reading and Public Hearing.

E.) REPORTS AND OTHER MATTERS

Cncl. Walter Bryson reported the Historical Society will hold their third annual “Dead
Men Do Tell Tales” ghost hunt at the Ireland Hofer House on November 2nd from 6:30 PM to
9:30 PM. He also reported the Historical Society is looking for volunteers to assist with repairs
at the Hall Street Little School and colonial crafters of quilting, embroidery, wood carving, lace
and candle making. Cncl. Bryson urged everyone to vote on Tuesday, November 5t, as this
election is very important for the State and Gloucester County. He reported some of the polling
locations have changed and he recommended everyone check the front of their sample ballot to
see where they go to vote. He also urged everyone to review the questions on the ballot and to
vote for School Board candidates on November 5t since 65% of tax money goes to the schools.
Cncl. Bryson spoke of the Federal Government shutdown and noted locally we try to work
together but the Federal Government does not. He read the following comments from Allen
Greenspan former Federal Reserve Chairman:

Unless you are willing to compromise society cannot live together. What is happening now
is an increasing proportion of positions that are getting beyond the point where the system
can effectively hold together. I am concerned about it. It is not long ago when a Howard
Baker and a Bob Doyle and a Daniel Patrick Moynihan and Lloyd Benson spoke to each
other. In the Ford Administration Gerry Ford used to bother Tip O’Neil all the time and
then Tip would come over to the West Wing at 6:00 and have bourbon with Gerry. The
two of them talked things over and got things done. That is what I mean, that the system is
broken, we have got to find a way back to the country that we had, not that long ago.

Cncl. Bryson noted we may not like everything done in our State but people here do work
together but the Federal Government does not and everyone should write to their legislators
and tell them what they think of that situation. In Washington when an issue cannot be
resolved and it goes down to who wins the argument the opposite party seems to bring up
something else to camouflage what is going on. The healthcare bill does need some tweaking,
some changes and it must be addressed but what we are seeing right now is posturing by
Federal officials trying to camouflage it by bringing up the next big issue of immigration, which
should be addressed 100% one step at a time not like the healthcare issue that was presented by
a 2400 page bill.  The government shutdown did not just affect the federal employees it
affected the people who depend upon federal employees for their livelihood and the right and
left sides of the Federal Government need to compromise and work together. Cncl. Bryson
spoke of the Tea Party movement and noted they have nothing to do with the founding Tea
Party participants, they are obstructionists and then there is the left side that wants everything
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REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TOWNSHIP OF MONROE
OCTOBER 28, 2013

E.) REPORTS AND OTHER MATTERS (cont’d)

to be provided. In the past the people of the United States worked hard for the things they got
and for Social Security and Medicare Benefits and those benefits should not be called
entitlements by the government. The issues in Washington need to be addressed and voters
need to look at people who will be more moderate and not extreme to either side.

Cncl. Frank Caligiuri reported attending the Zoning Board Meeting on Tuesday,
October 15t where a resolution was memorized, volunteering for the 4-H Fall Fest held at the
fairgrounds in Mullica Hill and attending the Environmental Commission Meeting on Monday,
October 21st, Cncl. Caligiuri noted the Environmental Commission needs some members and if
anyone is interested they should contact the Clerk’s Office to complete a Citizen Leadership
Form. He reported on December 12, 2012 he sent an email to Jerry White, the Gloucester
County Deputy Administrator, requesting some information about a county communications
tower that was to be located in Monroe Township. A follow-up was sent by fax on January 28,
2013 and to date, no response has been received to either of those.

Cncl. Rich DiLucia reported he attended the Grand Theatre to see “Gypsy” and noted
the performance was great and he would encourage everyone to go to the Grand, as the shows
are always entertaining. Cncl. DiLucia noted he has already purchased tickets for his family to
see the next show, the ”Christmas Story”, which is his family’s favorite Christmas show. He
also reported attending a Redevelopment Committee Meeting with the redeveloper who owns a
large parcel on the Black Horse Pike. The meeting lasted approximately three hours and the
committee let the developer know that they were very displeased with his lack of
accomplishments in getting businesses to locate along the Black Horse Pike. He noted there is
nothing definite to report right now but hopefully if the Redevelopment Committee keeps on
the developer stores will be brought in for people to shop and some new revenue will be
brought in to supplement the taxes. ~Cncl. DiLucia encouraged people to vote for Governor,
State Senator, two Assembly seats and the three school board seats in the upcoming election.
He noted 57% of taxes are attributed to the schools and school board members should be
looking out for the best interest of the taxpayers as well as the school children. Cncl. DiLucia
noted he would never tell anyone how to vote when it comes to candidates but he will tell
people that he is going to vote yes for the minimum wage question. He noted this is a
controversial issue, as it could be a burden to businesses but the current minimum wage of
$7.25 an hour cannot sustain a family, as that only amounts to about $300.00 for a person
working 40 hours a week. The proposal is to raise the minimum wage and there is a cost of
living provision that increases the minimum wage annually according to the increases given to
senior citizens. There are many arguments against it but it is the humane thing to do plus
whatever increase a minimum wage worker gets should theoretically offset the cost of subsidies
such as food stamps and free healthcare. The new healthcare bill includes a mathematical
income calculation and based on that income the government will subsidize part of the
premium so the more money people make the less the government will need to pay. Cncl.
DiLucia noted if the minimum wage is increased it automatically reduces the cost of
government so there is a benefit to the taxpayer in addition to the humane issue. He noted he is
going to vote for that question and would encourage people to research the issue and vote the
way they believe. Cncl. DiLucia noted he could not get a definitive explanation on the other
ballot question dealing with raffle money raised by veteran organizations but he is going to try
to find out what it means because he wants to vote for it if it benefits veterans. At the
conclusion of his report Cncl. DiLucia urged all residents to vote on Tuesday, November 5.

Cncl. Ronald Garbowski reported he met with the Open Space Advisory Committee on
October 7t and they are currently preparing a yearend report to recommend properties to
Council that could be purchased to add to the Open Space/recreation inventory and facilities.
The Commission will also be recommending some modifications to the Chapter 62 “Open Space
Advisory Committee” and Chapter 175 “Land Management Code”. He reported participating
in the Halloween Parade on October 19t and handing out candy to the kids. He extended his
appreciation to the Parks and Rec Committee members for all their hard work and Cncl. Pres.,
Teefy, the parade emcee, for doing a fantastic job. He also reported attending the Library Board
Meeting on October 2314, The Board is trying to solicit a proposal to provide a coffee service at
the existing coffee bar for patrons. The Library will hold a paranormal lecture on October 30t
at 6:30 PM, “Genealogy 101 “ on November 13t at 7:00 PM sponsored by the Gloucester County
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E.) REPORTS AND OTHER MATTERS (contd)

Historical Society and “Genealogy 201 Breaking Through The Brick Wall” at 7:00 PM on
November 20t Registration is required for these events. Cncl. Garbowski noted a new group
The Friends of the Monroe Township Library was started and will be holding their first event, a
holiday fair on December 14t from 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM. This event will include holiday
shopping for Christmas gifts and refreshments for purchase. At the conclusion of his report
Cncl. Garbowski also urged residents to vote on November 5t.

Cncl. William Sebastian reported participating in the Halloween Parade along with
Cncl. Garbowski. He spoke of the amount of candy that was distributed to the kids and noted
the parade gets bigger every year. Cncl. Sebastian reported attending the Redevelopment
Committee Meeting and the Economic Development Committee Meeting. The committees are
continuing to work on the welcome signs and ways to promote the township to bring
businesses in. Cncl. Sebastian referred to Cncl. DiLucia’s comments about the question on the
ballot for veteran organizations and explained currently when veteran groups such as the VFW
and American Legion hold a bingo or raffle the monies must be donated to a non-profit
organization but if this bill is passed, it will allow veteran groups to retain the money to benefit
their own organizations and facilities.

Mayor Michael Gabbianelli noted right now the American Legion and VFW sponsor
little league teams and the American Legions purchased at least fifty television sets for the
veteran’s home in Vineland. This bill will allow them to utilize some of that money to maintain
their own facilities. Mayor Gabbianelli reported attending the Williamstown Fire Company
Opening House on October 8% and the Holiday City “Day Out Speak Out” event on Tuesday,
October 15t, This event was informative for Holiday City seniors, as it was attended by local
businesses, a nurse from the Shop Rite Pharmacy, who explained and answered questions
regarding flu shots and D.AR.E. officers from the Police Department who explained what they
do. The Mayor reported attending Oktoberfest and the Halloween Parade on October 19t and
noted both events were well attended. He extended his appreciation to Jim Bonder and the
Parks and Rec Commission for all the work they did and commended the Parks and Rec
Commission for stepping in to help Jim during his illness. The Mayor noted the township just
received a Recycling Tonnage Grant in the amount of $50,489.00. The grant is based on the
tonnage recycled and those monies stay in the Public Works Department to go towards
purchasing recycling and trash trucks and waste containers. That money is $50,000.00 that
taxpayers do not have to spend because they recycle.

Director of Public Safety, Jim Smart reported the Fire Company Open House was a
joint effort between Cecil Fire Company and Williamstown Fire Company # 1. The two fire
departments put on a good show for the public. Director Smart noted daylight savings time will
be coming to an end and the clocks will be changing back, he urged everyone to drive carefully
because children don’t realize it gets dark earlier and they may still be on the streets. Mayor
Gabbianelli added residents should also be careful on Halloween because the kids get excited
and don’t pay attention to the cars.

Cncl. Pres., Daniel Teefy added Halloween is a busy night and everyone needs to be
aware of the kids on the streets. He referred to the government shutdown; noting much of that
was concerning Obamacare and because the two governments could not work together the
government was shutdown.  Going forward people without healthcare should go to the
healthcare.gov website. Hopefully the issues with that site will all be worked out so the
program runs smoother by March 1st. The program kicks in January 1st for the people who
have registered but there are issues with that website. He spoke of watching a CNN interview
with Kathleen Sebelius who runs and put the healthcare website together for President Obama.
She stated vendors were contracted to create the site and now the “A” team is being brought in.
The interviewer questioned her on where the “A” team was when they created the site and why
they let it go for so long. Cncl. Pres., Teefy noted he works with a lot of consultants and
contractors and you must be sure that they bring their “A” game players with them from the
start to make things work well. The government was shut down because some members did
not want to fund Obamacare, which the people voted for. He spoke of a four to three Council
vote a few years ago when the location for a new ambulance building was being decided and
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E.) REPORTS AND OTHER MATTERS (cont’d)

noted he was on the losing side. At the next meeting he voted in favor of funding the building
and other council members questioned why he voted for the funding when he was against it
but he explained that he was not against the building, he just didn’t like the location. His vote
for funding was because he wanted the building to move forward and that is how government
should work. Just because a vote is lost in Washington they should not have shutdown the
whole United States government, as that affected many people. ~ Cncl. Pres., Teefy reported
attending the October 8t Fire Company Open House and noted by Cecil and Williamstown Fire
Companies joining together the open house was the most crowded one he has seen. The event
was very well planned and was very enjoyable. He reported Oktoberfest was held on October
19t from 10:00 AM to 2:00 PM at Owens Park and everyone, parents and children seemed to
have a good time.  The Parks and Rec Commission is always looking to fine tune their events
so they scaled down some of the games to provide more hayrides but they feel a few more may
still be needed. He commended the Parks and Rec Commission for doing an outstanding job.
They got to the park at 7:00 AM and got everyone out of the park at 2:00 PM so they could get
ready for the Halloween Parade that night. Cncl. Pres., Teefy showed a picture of the parade
grand marshals, Joe DilLolle and Joe Mancini, Sr. and noted these are two men that have
volunteered their time for the youth of Williamstown from the 1960’s through the 1980’s. They
helped the community for many years, worked for the Williamstown Warriors, the Monroe
Township Little League and Mr. DiLolle was a councilman when Owens Parks was first started
in 1977. These two men have done a lot for Monroe Township over the years and it was great to
have the opportunity to honor them. He extended a special thank you to Tony Gambardella of
Tony’s Auto Sales and Service for stepping up at the last minute to provide a 1966 Chrysler
Newport for Mr. DiLolle and Mr. Mancini to ride on down Main Street. He also extended
appreciation to the Williamstown High School students from ROTC, the Honor Society and the
Renaissance Group for helping to set up and run many of the Parks and Rec events. He
reported Monroe Township Little League Girls Softball Team entered a float in the parade and
they highlighted eye examinations because it was found after an eye examination that one of the
girls, Carly Lindner, had some other issues that if not taken care of, could have caused
blindness or even taken her life. Carly is doing fine now and was on the float but the team
wanted to encourage everyone to get an eye examine at least once every two years because
doctors can see more than just eye problems when they look into the eye. Cncl. Pres., Teefy
thanked the Halloween Parade judges, Tara Price, Frank Leonetti and Dee Salvadori for the
fantastic job they did. He reported the Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony will be held at the
Pfeiffer Center on Saturday, December 7t at 7:00 PM. Santa Claus will be there to take pictures
with the kids, there will be goodies, crafts, movies and storytelling by Mrs. Claus. He also
reported Gloucester County will be giving flu shots at the Monroe Township Library on
November 12t from 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM. He reported attending two Planning Board Meetings
in October and noted two developments are coming in with their final plans. One development
with 192 homes will be located on Whitehall Road and that will either have COAH on site or
they will pay COAH fees. The other is on North Main Street near Grandview Avenue and that
will have approximately 200 units. He noted it is encouraging to see these new developments
as well as Guzo’s on Berlin Cross Keys Road as we have not seen any final plans come in for a
number of years. New development is good because it brings in additional revenue as well as
additional people that will hopefully stimulate the developers of the Acme Redevelopment
areas. Approval has also been granted for the old Jamesway building and renovations are
underway for the Baseball Academy to move to that site. Cncl. Pres., Teefy noted these are all
good things that will help the township move forward. ~Cncl. Bryson added the area Council
is looking to redevelop will be called the Black Horse Pike corridor.

F.) GENERAL PUBLIC DISCUSSION

Cncl. Ronald Garbowski made a motion to open the General Public Discussion. The
motion was seconded by Cncl. William Sebastian and unanimously approved by all members
of Council.

Cheryl Ognissanti approached Council questioning the status of Trio Tavern’s Liquor
License, whether it was activated yet and whether the reactivation would be done publically.
Cncl. Pres., Teefy advised the license has not yet been reactivated and when that does happen it
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F.) GENERAL PUBLIC DISCUSSION (cont’d)

will be done publically. Ms. Ognissanti spoke of the letter dated October 22, 2013 that Solicitor
Fiore sent to the Director of ABC, Mr. Halfacre, stating he reviewed all the documents and in his
Opinion this township has been in compliance in the past for this particular bar license to be
activated. Solicitor Fiore explained there has not been a submission to reactive the current
license but the letter was sent to ABC, at your (Ms. Ognissanti) request, for them to look at all
past licenses issued. That was the extent of the letter; it has nothing to do with the current
license because there has not been a request to reactivate it at this point in time. Ms. Ognissanti
spoke of meeting with the Council Committee approximately a month ago and noted she
thought they were supposed to follow up on that to go over more documents and she
questioned whether they still wanted to do that. Cncl. Garbowski replied yes, I called and left
a message for you that we were forwarding a letter to ABC and once a response is received
another meeting will be scheduled. Ms. Ognissanti agreed to that. She spoke of receiving an
OPRA request document, which she felt should have been part of the newspaper advertisement
for the outside bar, as it dealt with whether residents could have disputed that bar. She
questioned the affidavit of publication from the newspaper when she felt was questionable
because the document was dated October 2006 and the notary stamp of Cynthia Fraizer expired
May 12, 2006, five months before the notary was done. She questioned whether Mr. Fiore had
reviewed that document. Mr. Fiore requested Ms. Ognissanti to pass the document to him so he
could review it and address her question. Mr. Fiore explained the affidavit of publication came
from the Gloucester County Times, it was not generated by the Township Clerk or Trio Tavern.
He recommended Ms. Ognissanti contact the legal counsel on behalf of the South Jersey
Newspaper to find out if in fact the notary expired and why they would put an expired seal to
an affidavit. Mr. Fiore noted “for the record and the viewing public” this is an affidavit of
publication, which is a document provided by the Gloucester County Times, Courier Post,
Philadelphia Inquirer, Daily News and Bulletin when all those entities existed, indicating that a
public notice was published in their newspaper. This document indicates on the 10 day of
October 2006 this document appeared in the Gloucester County Times and the notary
commission date says May 12t either 2006 or 2008. He noted he would not attest to the
accuracy of this document but it is something that was produced by the Gloucester County
Times, which is now the South Jersey Newspaper. Ms. Ognissanti noted she went there and
spoke directly to the notary and she said that doesn’t make sense and she doesn’t understand or
know how that happened. Mr. Fiore questioned she doesn’t understand how her notary seal
expired. Ms. Ognissanti replied she said that would not have happened. Mr. Fiore
recommended Ms. Ognissanti suggest to the newspaper editor that he contact the Gloucester
County Prosecutor’s Office, if documents are being forged and he reiterated “for the record” that
document was not generated by Monroe Township. Ms. Ognissanti noted Mr. Fiore stated in
his letter stated that he reviewed all the documents and if that was the case he would have
picked up on this; it would have been a red flag just like the Pineland letter in August of 2007
that said to remove the building because it was not approved by the Pinelands. She noted her
question to Mr. Fiore is, as the township attorney, who reviews documents to prevent such
occurrences, why would you say in a letter that you believe in your opinion that this township
was in compliance, when in fact in 2007 numerous letters were directed to the township saying
remove the outside bar that was not approved by the Pinelands. She noted she never saw a CO
for that building, she saw a CA but no CO, which is needed for any new structure added to a
building and she would like Mr. Fiore to explain to her, as an attorney and township solicitor,
how he could say this township was in compliance after review of these documents. Mr. Fiore
noted he would answer this one and one time only because Ms. Ognissanti is asking the same
question over and over due to her interpretation of the wording. ~Mr. Fiore explained his
wording was that he reviewed everything for the Liquor License compliance, as Ms. Ognissanti
questioned the integrity of the review of this public entity. Mr. Fiore noted he reviewed it and it
all appeared to be in compliance in 2004 through the present time. It was sent up to ABC to
have them take a look at it and rather than innuendoes going back and forth let’s hear what the
experts have to say. Ms. Ognissanti stated “for the record” that she does not get hung up on any
innuendoes and she felt she has been very patient, very fair in providing all the evidence that
this bar was clearly out of compliance. She noted she has made several formal complaints to
Zoning and has questions that never seem to get answered and she just sees protection. Mr.
Fiore requested her to ask the question straight forward. He noted she must make sure not to
mix and match zoning and everything else into this. The extent of the township Council’s
review is to vote yes or no on a liquor license, whether it is Trio Tavern’s or someone else’s. Ms.
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F.) GENERAL PUBLIC DISCUSSION (cont’d)

Ognissanti noted clearly they were out of compliance selling liquor out of a building that
should have been removed for seven straight years and that was evidenced by the Pineland
letter from August 2007. Their liquor license was continually granted year after years despite
the fact that according to Pineland standards it was an illegal building. She noted she made
formal complaints to the police and town council regarding the excessive noise coming from
that building all hours of the night and day all weekend long, massive parties, over populated
parties exceeding their occupancy and would like to know why that was not reported to ABC
by this entity, the municipality. Mr. Fiore noted because perhaps at the time it was not reported
to this governmental entity. Ms. Ognissanti noted she did report it. Mr. Fiore noted four or five
meetings ago it was explained to you that assuming that you are correct and there was a
violation this township Council does not have the ability to take retroactive action; they only
vote upon the action that is before them, the current license. He noted he thought he had
addressed that before but will try to address it again. Mr. Fiore explained when Trio Tavern
does attempt to reactive their license Council will vote upon the current application, they will
not vote upon whether Ms. Ognissanti is right or wrong, or whether she is 100% correct that
there was a violation in 2004, they are not empowered under the ABC regulations to take
retroactive action or any type of punitive action for something that they may or may not have
done. That is not what their review is. Ms. Ognissanti noted that's a spin Mr. Fiore was trying
to place on it. Mr. Fiore noted no, that is my legal opinion. Ms. Ognissanti noted there are
stringent standards according to the ABC Handbook and that bar operated selling liquor in an
illegal bar that was allowed and enabled through this township to stay open when it should
have been removed or proper application submitted to the Pinelands. That is very serious and
not to mention how it affected the residents. Mr. Fiore noted he has given his opinion and takes
exception to the fact, it is not a spin on it. He noted he has been practicing law in New Jersey
for twenty-six years and it is his legal opinion and he has a license that supports that opinion.
He noted he has been wrong in the past and if Mr. Halfacre comes back and says he is wrong,
he will be wrong but he is not going to say something was done illegally; he may say the
interpretation is perhaps incorrect but he felt that would not be the case. Mr. Fiore noted he has
attempted to answer Ms. Ognissanti's questions and he requested that in the future all
questions be submitted in writing and he would respond to them in writing. Ms. Ognissanti
questioned how he responded to her questions because clearly there were documents sent in to
the township stating that this building should not be there and it was allowed to stay up for
seven years. Mr. Fiore noted that does not have an impact on their current license. Ms.
Ognissanti interrupted noting obviously there was a blind eye turned to this and I have yet to
get an answer, yet to get any concrete direction on why this happened, how this happened and |
continue to find questionable paperwork and when I look into it, it still doesn’t add up. Mr.
Fiore referred to her comments about the questionable paperwork and noted he wanted to
make one point again because it is TV night and respectfully you (Ms. Ognissanti) were not here
at the last meeting but are now here because this is TV night and thousands of people will be
watching the meeting. He noted you question and attack my integrity; professionally I care but
personally I don’t. That document you are referring to as questionable is not a document that
these seven people generated; it was generated by a newspaper, a public entity, it doesn’t have
Dan Teefy or Walt Bryson’s names on it, it has .... Ms. Ognissanti interrupted Mr. Fiore and
said she understands that but the documents that go through the solicitor’s hands should be
properly reviewed by him, that is the job of the solicitor. Mr. Fiore noted all he is going to say is
that he will stand by his license and let Mr. Halfacre make that call and that is all he will
comment on. Ms. Ognissanti questioned if anyone knew when the Trio Tavern license would
be reactivated.  Cncl. Pres., Teefy replied no we do not. Ms. Ognissanti noted “for the record”
can I have my document back. Mr. Fiore requested a copy of it and she stated that the clerk has
it on file. Ms. Ognissanti noted her point is just the review of the documents that went into
your hands and I am seeking answers of how the interpretation of the documents made sense to
continue a licensed business that was clearly out of compliance with Pinelands and local
building and code ordinances. She noted it affected her family, kept her children up at night
and after respectfully addressing council on numerous occasions she was just looking for some
answers. In conclusion she noted she would meet again with Cncl. Garbowski, Dilks and
Sebastian after the document was received from ABC and she thanked Council for their time.




MINUTES
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TOWNSHIP OF MONROE
OCTOBER 28, 2013

G) ADJOURNMENT

With nothing further to discuss Cncl. Walter Bryson made a motion to adjourn the
Regular Council Meeting of October 28, 2013. The motion was seconded by Cncl. Ronald
Garbowski and unanimously approved by all members of Council in attendance.

Respectfully submitted,
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Susan McCormick, RMC
Township Clerk

These minutes were prepared from excerpts of the tape-recorded proceedings of the Regular Council
Meeting of October 28, 2013 and serve as only a synopsis of the proceedings. The official tape may be
heard in the Office of the Township Clerk upon proper notification pursuant to the Open Public Records
Law.
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