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MINUTES 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

TOWNSHIP OF MONROE 
JULY 18, 2016 

 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Monroe Township Economic Development Commission was called to order 
by Chairperson Tony Langella at 7:15pm in the 3RD Floor Meeting Room of the Municipal Complex.  
Notice of this meeting was given as required by the annual notice of meetings. 
 
Chairperson Tony Langella led the Commission in the salute to our flag.   
Christine Feggans offered the Invocation. 
 
ROLL CALL 

Present:  Tony Langella, Jared Valdez, Christine Feggans, Ernie Carbone, Thomas Swartz, 
Natalie Wentz, and Robert Bender, 
Absent: Tony Iovino, Aileen Chiselko, and Cncl. Bart McIlvaine 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  

Jared Valdez made a motion to approve the minutes as amended of the Economic Development 
Commission Meeting of June 20, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Ernie Carbone and approved by all 
members of the Commission in attendance; abstain by Natalie Wentz, and Thomas Swartz who were not 
in attendance of the June meeting. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE, REPORTS AND OTHER MATTERS 

WEBSITE, TV ONE, AND PHOTOGRAPHY- Chairperson Tony Langella asked for and update on 
the Web Site, TV One and Photography.  Ernie stated that Susan was not happy with the photographer or 
video provided but she will be ok if she can get good photos to work with.  Ernie read his email from 
Michelle, the Marketing director of Suasion, stating she is not happy.   There was a discussion about the 
amount of money owed to Michael and if the Commission could possibly not pay him full price, Natalie 
reviewed the document and said that is not a contract.  The Commission recommended Ernie speak with 
Susan to get a price for her photographer to do the photos to her satisfaction.  Ernie made a motion to cap 
the photo cost to $2000 to spend on photos and supplement the video, and Natalie second the motion.  All 
members were in favor and none were opposed.  Rob asked how close the video was to being completed 
and Tony said that he is hoping to have it for August 1, 2016.   
 
MAIN STREET – Ernie gave Director Flaherty’s report on Main Street as follows: 
 

• The previous Mom-Moms at 305 S. Main Street will be a new Spanish Restaurant called El Comido’s. They will be 
heard before the Planning Board on 8/11/2016. This is a family owned and operated business. They already have 
signage proposed and a plan to upgrade the façade of the building. We will miss Mom-Moms and wish George 
nothing but the best! 

  
• 5 South Main Street, owned by Mr. Boorstein is at the corner of Clayton and Main Street across from the daycare. Mr. 

Boorstein is looking to put his accounting business on the first floor and rent out the second floor to a commercial 
tenant. We are already marketing the property on Linked In and other social media sites, please see the attachment 
Boorstein. 

  
• Our 1st Main Street Microwbery is located at 1030 North Main Street “Crosskeys Microbrewery” and the final 

rehabilitation redevelopment plan was heard by the Planning Board and referred back to Council, the Redevelopment 
Authority for final passage. 
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• Steve Macnamara our 2nd Microbrewery on Downtown Main Street is located at the old bank at Bluebell and Main 
Street specifically known as 345 South Main Street, has secured the building and is in the process of mapping out the 
construction details. This is amazing, we will have two microbreweries on Main Street within months! 

  
• The Cobbler Orthopedic Center located at 115 South Main Street is moving along in the Construction Phase of the 

Project and will be opening soon! 
  

• Main Street Nail Salon and Spa located at 27 South Main Street is also moving along in the Construction Phase of the 
Project and will be opening soon! 

  
• The old library is down and the ground is getting stabilized and future development is right around the corner as well 

as 229-231 S. Main Street (Dr. Briller’s) property that will consist of a mixed use development with commercial on 
the first floor.  
 

Ernie also mentioned that September 24th will be the MDA Walk down Main Street, which will be the 
first MDA walk held in NJ.  Rob said that his work will have a table as well as a team of walkers present 
to participate.   
 
DIRECTOR ROSEMARY FLAHERTY’S REPORT FOR ZONING – Chairman Tony Langella read 
Rosemary’s report for Zoning as follows: 
 

• RD Management: A new freestanding sign will replace the existing sign closest to South Main Street, they will be 
adding an additional sign on the side of the Dollar Store Building that will also be illuminated that will say 
“Williamstown Shopping Center”. The trees at CVS will be maintained in order to get more visibility into the 
shopping center. I will continue to work with RD Management to design a promenade style shopping center that will 
have more amenities and landscape design features with the possibility of an age restricted living facility on the 
existing pad site, the concepts are shown in the second attachment.  

  
• The 3rd Attachment is our first business sponsored “Welcome to Monroe Come Grow with Us” sign. We were able to 

get the applicant to agree to this sign during a site plan waiver approval whereas the business did not need signage. I 
had suggested sponsoring a township promotional sign and the applicant agreed. This is a great asset to our Northern 
Black Horse Pike area. There is another business sponsored sign that will have the new “Williamstown Logo, Come 
Grow with Us” designed by EDC at 34 South Black Horse Pike, the business is owned by the Roefs Family. It is a 
family owned and operated business for over 2 decades. They will be hiring up to 10 additional employees, full time 
from this area. I will forward a copy of it for you to see once the sign is up. 

  
• The last attachment is the building located next to Auto Zone on the BHP. They are looking for (2) national chains to 

operate at this location and they are already working with CES Engineering and designing the site plan. 
  

• One final business that I should mention is the 4,500 square foot office complex that is new construction on Rt. 322, 
the company is called BNATT Property LLC and they have an application pending before the Planning Board on 
8/11/2016. They are not leasing the property they have purchased the land and they will be owning the building.  
 

• We are also advertising every property for sale in the Township in order to help with marketing them, if you know of 
any properties for sale or lease, please forward the description of the property, the lease/sale information and a picture 
of the property to my email so I can put them on my Linked In account. 
  

• We have been working on a “business license list by type” excel spreadsheet to eventually put on the Community 
Development Webpage that I plan on designing to help advertise our local businesses, promote them and recognize 
them throughout the longevity of their business life here in Williamstown. Please see the last excel spreadsheet 
attachment. 

 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (WILLIAMSTOWN/GLOUCESTER COUNTY ) – The members 
discussed their membership and if they wanted them to be renewed to both the Williamstown and 
Gloucester County Chamber of Commerce.  The members agreed to renew their membership for GCCC 
for $250 but not to renew the Williamstown Chamber for $125 since Tony and Ernie are members and 
can report back to the Commission any necessary information. 
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GLOUCESTER COUNTY EDC – Council President Cody Miller was also present at the meeting and 
Tony had Cody give the Commission an update and description on what is going on at the Gloucester 
County EDC meetings.   
 
UPDATE ON MUNICIPAL MAP – The members reviewed the maps that Aileen sent with Tara, and 
Tony said that the Commission liked the small maps.  The members agreed to form a subcommittee to 
complete the maps.  They agreed that Aileen would be the Project Manager, and it would include Cody, 
Rob, Ernie, and Tony.   
 
SPOTLIGHT ON SMALL BUSINESS – The members discussed and agreed that Small Business needs 
more advertisement.  
 
ROUNDTABLE 
ROB – Rob said that he sees continued progress, especially with Suasion and the map.   
CHRISTINE – Said she was excited to see the new sign! 
TOM – Tony thanked Tom for his artwork in creating the new logo and Tom said that he is still learning 
how the Commission operates and what they do but he has a good feeling about it, and his involvement. 
JARED – He brought up the Good Neighbor and Good Neighborhood Award being given by the 
Municipal Alliance Commission at National Night Out.   
ERNIE – He mentioned that the new sign should be the new Williamstown logo and that there should be 
a process in replacing the existing signs with the new logo, which would be the business sponsorship 
program. 
NATALIE – She brought up possibly getting sponsorships for the banners on Main Street, similar to 
Haddonfield where a business pays for four banners and a business is advertised on every fourth sign.   
 
After the Roundtable, Tony asked if Councilman Heffner who was present had anything to report and Bob 
stated that he has a meeting with the Pinelands on July 28th and is hoping that they reconsider their 
requirements for signs in the Pinelands.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 

With no further business to discuss, Chairperson Tony Langella asked for a motion to adjourn.  Ernie 
made a motion to adjourn the Monroe Township Economic Development Commission Meeting of July 
18, 2016.  The motion was seconded by Jared; all in favor and the meeting was adjourned. 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
       Tara Park 
       Secretary of the Economic Development Commission 
 
 
The next scheduled Monroe Township Economic Development Commission meeting is Monday, August 
15, 2015 at 7pm in the 3rd floor meeting room. 
 
These minutes were prepared from excerpts of the tape-recorded proceedings of the Regular Economic 

Development Commission Meeting of July 18, 2016 and serve as only a synopsis of the proceedings. 
 

Approved as submitted __________________________ Date _______________________ 
Approved as corrected __________________________ Date _______________________ 

 


