
MINUTES

COUNCIL WORK SESSION

TOWNSHIP OF MONROE

NOVEMBER 25 2013

A OPENING CEREMONIES ROLL CALL

The regular scheduled Work Session Meeting of

theMonroe
Township

Council
wascalled

to
orderby

Council
President

Daniel

P
Teefyatapproximately
700
PMinthe

ConferenceRoom
on

the

first
floor

of
theMunicipalComplex

located

at
125

Virginia

Avenue
Williamstown

New
Jersey

This meeting
was

advertised

pursuantto
the

NewJersey
Open

PublicMeetingsActNJSA
10

46 thru
10

4

21

Notices

were
placed

in
the

official
publications

forMonroe
Township

ieSouth

JerseyTimes
Courier

Post
and

the
Sentinel

of
Gloucester

County

A

copy

of

that

notice
has

been

posted

on

the

bulletin

board

atthe

MunicipalComplexSALUTE
TO

OUR

FLAG

Cncl

Marvin

Dilksled
the

Assembly

in

theSalute
to

Our

Flag

ROLLCALL
OF

PUBLIC
OFFICIALS

Cncl
Walter BrysonCncl

Frank CaligiuriCnclMarvinDilksCnclRichDiLuciaCnclRonaldGarbowskiCnclWilliamSebastianCnclPres

DanielTeefyPresentPresent
Present

PresentPresentPresentMayor
Michael

Gabbianelli
Business

Admin

Kevin

HeydelSolicitor
CharlesFioreEngineerChris

Rehmann
ARH

Dir of
FinanceJeff

Coles

Dir
ofPublic

Safety
JimSmart

Dir

of
CodeEnforcement

George
ReitzDir

of

Public

Works

Bob

Avis
Municipal

Clerk
Susan

McCormick
BMATTERS

FORDISCUSSIONPresent
PresentPresent

Present
PresentPresentPresent

Present
Excused

ExcusedActivation
ofLiquorLicenseTrio

TavernR
2062013

CnclPres
Daniel

Teefy
advised

all paperworkhasbeen
received
withregardtoResolution

R2062013
and

he
inquired

ifany memberof
council

hadquestions

or
comments

on
the

matter
Cncl

WilliamSebastian
referred

tothezoning

permit issued
forthefence

andfelt
a

comment
should

be

made

regarding

thatbeinganewsmoking
area

CnclPres
Teefy

explained

this

area

adjacent

grounds

waspart
of

the activationthat
tookplaceafter

the
Place

to

Place Transfer
back

in2006That
areais
not

finished

no structureso

to
beableto

use

it

for

smoking

while
having an
alcoholic

beveragewe have
asked

to
havethe
area

fenced

Mr

Weikel

didlook

atthe
area

issued

the

permit
and

indicatedthis
a
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B MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION

smoking area no tables or chairs permitted without additional approvals The fence is not

up yet but it

willbesoonThesolicitor
then

explainedthe

verbiage
in

the
zoningpermit was

notrequired
as

part

ofthe
resolutionasa matter

of

fact

a

resolution foractivation
of

theliquor licensereally
isn

t

evenrequired
The zoning
permitis

goingto
dictate

the terms of
what

is
or is

notpermitted
there

andABC
willregulate

whatisoris
notpermitted

there

In
the

endwemetwiththeapplicantheunderstandsandeverythingisinplaceMrFioreagainstressedthisisa

routine

reactivation

of
a

liquor

license

Plenary

Retail

DistributionLicensing Cncl
Pres

Daniel

Teefyadvised

a
gentleman

Mr

Patel

has
contactedthe

township

inquiring
on

theavailabilityofa
distribution

license
and

he wouldliketo
meet

with councilanddiscuss

the

matter
There

wasdiscussiononthe
procedure
involved

withgoingouttopublic

bid
on

thelicensewith questionsbeing posed
dealing

with

the
timingsetting

amount

ofaminimumbid
ifandwhen

this
was
approved

and
if

itwasprudentfor
a

committee

of
council

members

to

meeton

the
issue

Cncl

Pres
Teefy

willcorrespond
with

Mr

Patel
advising

himthatacommittee

will
meet

andcome
back

to

the
full

councilwith
their

recommendations
emphasizing

ifcouncil
decidesto

moveonthisitwould
be

anopenpublicbid
open
to

anyonewho
would

liketo
purchase

the
licenseAgain

stressingthis
is

just
for
discussion

atthis
time

CPUBLIC
PORTION

CnclWalterBrysonmade
a

motionto
open
the

Public
Portion

Themotionwas
seconded

by
Cncl
Ronald

Garbowski
and
unanimously

approved
byall

membersof

CouncilWithno

onewishing
toaddresscouncil

CnclWalter

Brysonmadea

motionto
closethePublic

PortionThe
motionwasseconded

byCncl

WilliamSebastianand

unanimouslyapproved

byallmembers

ofCouncil
DNEWBUSINESS

CnclPres
Teefyspokeof

thediscussion

that

took

place

atthe
lastOrdinanceMeetingregarding

AirportDrivea
private

road

owned
by

QEI
They

would

like
to

donate
the

road
to
the

township

because

theyfeel
if

it

wasa
public

road
it
may

generatemore

business
in

that

area
Mayor

Gabbianellinoted

he
will

notacceptitbecausethe
townshipwouldthen

be

responsible
for

plowingsnow
and

maintainingthe
roadwayEngineer

Chris

Rehmann

explained

that
area

hasstormwatermanagement
issues

due

tothe
waythings

were

built out

there
and

water
has

no
placetogo

causing constant
flooding

inoneof thelowerareasThere
are

really
noalternatives

butthat area
couldallbe

part
ofany

negotiations

Additionalland
beyond

theroadway
Airport

Drive
would

have

to be
given

to
the

townshipto
install

stormwatermanagement
facilities

but

then

a
decision

would

need
to

bemadeonhow
that

would

be
paid

for

Council
questioned

if

there

were

any

storm

sewers

inthe
area

Mayor

Gabbianelli
replied

no
there

are

none
alongTuckahoe

2
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D NEW BUSINESS contd

Road but there are some drainage ditches out there like the one on the Black Horse Pike

that is now involved in a law

suitCncl
Sebastian

advised
after

thelast
discussion

on

this

hechecked
to

see

if
that road

was

ever

a
paper street

and

found

it
wasn t

The

property

owner
just put

his

own
road

in

andsince wedon tknow
how

thick
themacadam

is
if

we
took

it

over
we

mightneed
to

redo

the

entireroad
Discussion

took
place

regardingwhether
thatareacouldbe

turnedinto
anindustrial park

and
the

Mayorexplained
that

he
approachedthe

property

owner

years
ago

and
they

were
not

interestedindoinganythinglikethat
E

OLD
BUSINESS

Business

Administrator
Kevin
Heydel

referred
tothe

discussion

at

the
Ordinance

Committee

Meeting
regardingtheenergyaggregationprogramandnoted

Pete

Mercanti contactedhim
to

say
the

County wasnot

goingtoform
anycommittee

for
that

program
Mr Heydel

questioned
if

the
township

adopted an
ordinance

could

we
backoutof

the programMr
Mercantididn

t
knowand

is
goingto

get
backto

Mr
Heydelon

that
issue

All the

County
isdoingisfacilitatingtheprogramsothecompanycan

go

outfor

one

bidIt
wasnotedafterthepresentationatthe

Ordinance

Committee MeetingCouncil
received

emails
opposingenergy

aggregation

programs
Cncl

Bryson

questioned
whetherMr Heydelhas

heard

anything

regardingtheTax

Compliance
Plan

MrHeydel
explainedhemissedthemeeting

becausehe
thought

it

was
in

Clayton
but

actuallyitwas

in Woodburyandonlylastedten
minutes

A
plan

was

notsubmitted
to

theCountyTaxCourt
buta

request

was
made for

permission

to

do
one The

County

has

not
yet calculated

what

they

are
going to

do The
Compliance
Plan

last
year

washugebut
in

previous

years

they
included

variousneighborhoods
throughout

the
township

which

is

probably

what willbe
done

this

year

Mayor
Gabbianelli

wasagainstthatprocessbecause
some

developments

like

Hunter

Woods

were

reassessed

twice

He

went

on

tosay
we

were
supposed

tobeadvised whatthey
re

doingandthat
we

are

theonly

county

in
the

Statethatallowsthisto happen
because
we

were
sold

a

bill

of

goods

Council

discussed

the
program

and

posedquestionsregardingthe
deadlinefor

submission
ofa

Compliance
Planand

the
approvalprocess

from
theState

Mr
Heydel

explained in

previous
yearsaCompliancePlanwasnotsubmittedtotheState

butlast

yearitwas
because

ofthe
volume

ofthat
plan

Council
discussed

howtaxeswill

beaffectedifthe
other

half

of

the
town

isdone
thisyear

and

a

suggestionwas
made

to

invite

representativesfrom
the

Tax

Assessor

soffice
to

the

next

Council
Meeting

to

answer
their questions

Cncl

Sebastian

explained
because this

is

a

pilot
program the

County

was

supposed
to be

reimbursedby
theState

for
the

cost
ofrunning

theassessmentprogram
but

the
State

has

not

paid

a

dime
in

thefiveyearsand
that

could
be

one

reason

they

are
just
doing

itpiecemealinstead

of

a

fullreassessment
Mayor

Gabbianelli

explained

from
day

onethey

weresupposed

to
do

athirdof
the

town everyyear
so

basically
we

would
be

reassessed
every

year

but

thewaytheyaredoing
it

isnot fairand
he

istelling everyonehe
knows

to

appealtheirtaxes

Cncl
Bryson

noted

Council
was toldlast
year

bythem
thattaxes

fallunder

theDepartment

of
Taxation

so

the
governing

body

has

no

sayin
whatever

they

do

and

that
has

createdfinancialproblemsfor

taxpayers

Cncl

DiLucia

cautioned
we

better

3
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be careful whenever the County proposes consolidation of services because those we have

now have ended up costing us more money than when

wedidthemCncl
Sebastian

notedthe

pilot
program

was
supposedto be

forfive
years

but

ithas
been extendedand he

questioned

whether

reimbursement

from theState
was

includedwith thatextension
The

Mayor

questionedwhether
it was
anextension

thatthe
township

could not pull
out

of
because we

wentwith
a

fiveyear
agreementnot

withaforeveragreement
MrFiore

explained

the
State

hastakenthepositionthatitwouldbeforeveruntilsomeactionistakenotherwiseCnclBrysonsuggestedaletter

be

generated

to
the

County

telling

them

we

wantout of
this

program

notfor

our
sake

but

because

there
isan

inequity

for
the

taxpayersofthistownship
Cncl

Pres
Teefy

noted hewouldcontact
the

County TaxAssessors

office

and
invite

themtothenext
Council
Meeting

FCOMMITTEEREPORTSCnclSebastian

reported
the

EconomicDevelopmentCommission hasbeen looking
into

a

program
thathas

been

workinginMarlboroand
acoupleother

municipalities
Here
the

program
would

becalledShopMonroe
Local

businesses

join
the

program

and

residentsare

given
a

card

to
use

whenthey
shop

those

businesses
Discounts

aregivenatthese

businesses
but

insteadof
the

shopper

getting
a

reductionin
the

price
of

theitem
theyare

purchasingthatmoneyis
paid
toward

propertytaxesThisprogram
is
a

wayfor
individuals

intown
to

get
areduction

ontheir
taxes

based
on
the

amountof
money

theyspend
in

MonroeTownshipMembersof
the

EDCcontacted
Marlboro
which

has
been

involvedinthe
program

the
longest
and

they
love
it

and
saidit

isworking

outverywell

TheEDC
feelsitwould

bea
waytohelp

taxpayersand
ourlocalbusinesses

whenpeople
shopmorein

townG

QUESTIONSREGARDINGRESOLUTIONS

SCHEDULEDCncl

BrysonreferredtoResolutionsR
1992013through

R202
2013dealingwith

thecontract

for

the

emergency

vehiclesand
questionedwhetheranotherbidder

couldhavereceived
this

contract

since
this

is
the

fourth

modification
Mr

Heydel
explained

the
change

orders

were
done

becauseother
issues

came

upas
they

were
working
on

theambulances

The
first

one

was
because

thelight

bar
was

movedonthe2002ambulance
andtheroof

had

to
be

repairedat
an

additionalcost
of600

00

The

second

change
order

for50000
and

the

thirdone
for199

00

were two

different
ambulances

that
needed

the
insidedoorpaneling

replaced as
it

wasallcracked Thelastchangeorder
in

the
amountof

1270 00
wasbecauseparts

could
notbe

located

forthe
arrow

onthe
back
of

the

ambulance

so the
entire

thing
had

tobe
replaced

MrHeydel
felt

when

looking

at
a

243

000
00

contractwithonlyabout
3

500

00
in

change

orders
we

did

very

well

with

the

ambulances

becausethat
is

only

1
to

11
2

more

H
QUESTIONSREGARDING

ORDINANCESSCHEDULEDNone4
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I

ADJOURNMENT
With

nothing

further

for

discussion
Cncl

Ronald

Garbowski

made

a
motion

to
adjourn

the

Council

WorkSession of

November
25

2013

The
motionwas secondedby

Cncl

William
Sebastianand

wasunanimously
approved

by

all

members

of

Council
Respectfully

submitted

Susan

McCormick

RMC
Municipal

Clerk

r
Presiding

O

f

ic

These

minutes

were
prepared

fromthe
tape

recordedproceedings
and

the
hand

writtennotes

of

the

Council

Work
Session

of
November25

2013 and

servesonly

as
a

synopsis

of

the

proceedings
Portions

of
the

officialtapemay

be

heard
in

the
Office

of

theTownship
Clerk

upon
propernotification

pursuanttothe Open
Public

Records

LawApproved
as

submitted

Approved

as
corrected

Date

lr
Date


