
MINUTES
COUNCIL WORK SESSION
TOWNSHIP OF MONROE

FEBRUARY 14 2012

A OPENING CEREMONIES ROLL CALL

The regular scheduled Work Session Meeting of the

Monroe
Township

Councilwas
calledto

order
byCouncil

President
FrankJ

Caligiuri
atapproximately

7
00PM

in
the

Conference Room

on
thefirstflooroftheMunicipalComplexlocatedat125

VirginiaAvenueWilliamstown

NewJersey
This

meeting
was

advertised

pursuanttotheNewJerseyOpenPublic
Meetings ActNJSA1046

thru104
21

Noticeswereplacedinthe
official

publications

for
Monroe

TownshipieGloucester CountyTimes Courier
Post
and

theSentinel
of

Gloucester
County

Acopyofthatnotice
has

been

posted

on

the

bulletin
board
at

the
Municipal
Complex

SALUTE
TO

OUR

FLAGCncl
Ronald

Garbowski

led

the
Assemblyin

the

Salute

to

Our
FlagROLL

CALL OFPUBLICOFFICIALS

CnclWalterBrysonCncl

Marvin

Dilks

Cncl

RichDiLucia CnclRonald
Garbowski

Cncl

WilliamSebastian

Cncl
Daniel

Teefy
Cncl

Pres
Frank

J
Caligiuri

Present
Present

Present
Present

Present
Excused

Present
Mayor

Michael
Gabbianelli

Business
Admin

Kevin
Heydel

Solicitor
Charles

Fiore
Eng

Dave
CellaARHDir

of
Finance

Jeff
ColesDir
ofPublicSafety

JimSmart
Dir

of Code
Enforcement

George

ReitzDirofPublic

Works

Bob
Avis

Municipal
ClerkSusan

McCormick
PresentExcused

Present
Present
Present

Present
PresentPresentPresent

Arrived
710PM

Cncl
Pres

FrankCaligiurinotedthesisterofCnclDanTeefypassed

away
and heasked

the
members

of CounciltokeepDan

Linda

andtheir
familyin
their

prayers

enclPresCaligiuri
apologizedto Mike Jacobi Chief

of
the Williamstown

Fire
Department

for
his
commentsduring
a
priorwork
session

about
notever

seeingtheladderI

ruck

inuse Henoted he

never

wants to
offend

the volunteers
who

put

their liveson
the

ine
for

the
township

and
feels

they
should

be given
everything

they wantwithinreasonaenoted
hehas twodifferent

fire
chiefs
approaching

him

with
different

requestsandis

rustrated

because helivesinCecil
andtheyarenotgettinganything
while
Williamstowns He

addedhe

understands

that

Williamstownmayneed
the

equipment

more

than

Cecil

Ibut

in
the courseof

his
frustrationhe madesome

remarks

thatwere

inappropriate

and
heIwantedto

apologize
for

that
1
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MATTERS FOR DISCUSSIONB

Tax Matter Block 110 0401 Lot 87C

Tax Collector Joan Rumpf referred to letters from the tax assessor and
homeowner of a COAH property that was not assessed properly fortwo

yearsand

explained
thatthehomeowner

is
requestingthe

over
assessedtaxesintheamount

of
3013

17be
refundedback

to
herMrs

Rumpf
noted

whether
this moneyis

refunded
to

the

homeowner

by

way

of

a

resolution

is

at

the

discretion

of

the

Mayor

and

Council

Cncl

Pres

Caligiuri

questioned

whether

historically

the

appropriate

action
to

take
is

torefundthe
money

Mrs
Rumpf

explained

it

should

be

done

as

the

tax assessor
stated

in

her
letter

the

property

was

not
assessed

properly

Cncl

Bryson

questioned
whether

the

lawsays
a

property

should

be

assessed
at

whatever

the
value

isMrs Rumpfreplied
that
is

correct
and

the

lawalso
states

a

homeownercanappeal taxesbyApril1stwhich
this

person
did

not
do

whenthis
first

took
placeMrs

Rumpf
noted

she

asked

the

tax
assessor
if

thisis

the

only
property

assessedincorrectly
andwasadvisedthat

itis
theonly one

they
are

awareof
at

this
timeThe

assessor

would

likealist
of

all
COAH

properties

to
make

sure they are
all

being

taxed
correctly

Solicitor

Fiore

notedwe

need
to

see

whois
going to

be
theresponsible

individual

to
come

up
with

the

list

because

apparently
thereis

not

a

masteroneThe

deed

on

thisparticular

property

needs
tobereviewed

as

it

should

havespecific

language

since
itisa

COAH

property

That

willbe

checked

and
amaster

listwIll
be

generated
and

coordinated

with
the

CFO
Tax

Collector

andtheCOAH
agent

in

ordertodeal
with

these

issuesinthe
future

Cncl

Bryson

questioned

what
happens

when
a

COAH

property
is

soldMayorGabbianelliexplained
COAH

properties
have

a

deedrestrictionfor twenty
yearsand
it

mustbe
sold

as
a

COAHunit
Solicitor Fiore

explainedin
the

event
a

COAH
propertyis

sold

without
specific

languageinthe

deed
there

could
besome

negativeramificationsto
the

municipality Henoted
hopefully

when

this
matter

is
researched

it

will

be

found
that

the

proper

language

was
contained

within

the

deed

transferring
this

particular

propertytothe
COAH

participantCncl
Bryson

questioned
if
a

COAH
property

was

sold
for

a

greater

amount

ofmoney
could

thatmoneybe
placed

in
the

townshipCOAH
fund

Solicitor

Fiore
replied

no
legallythereis

not

a

mechanismto

do
that

as

the

township
gets

COAH
money

as

a
result

of

properties

being

developed
not

from

them

being

sold
with

a

profit

He

recommended
the

person

handling

COAH

attend
a

meeting

to

explain

the
process

to

Council

Cncl

DiLucia
questioned

if

someone
qualifies

fora75

00000COAHproperty

and
then

in

two
years

theygeta

jobmaking
100

000

00

a

year
isthereareassessmentorafinancialmechanismtodealwiththatHenotedsomethinglikethatwouldbepertinenttothismattersincethispersonisaskingforacontinuedreductionoftaxesbasedonafinancialmeasurementthatwasdoneatthetimeofsaleHenotedattheleastthetownshipshouldbeentitledtoanincome

statement
to

makesureshestillqualifies
forthat

reduction

or
for

twenty

years

she
couldhave

this
assessmentwhilemaking

moremoney
thanpeople

paying
theirfullproperty

taxes
Mr

Fiorenoted
he

did

not
have

thatanswer
andwould

look

into

itCnc
PresCaligiuri feltthatTim

Kernan

mayhavea

master
list

ofthe
COAHpropertiesCFOJeffColes

notedwe
may

needtoperformatitle
search

to

make
sure
the

languageisincludedon
the

deed
Mr

Fiore

noted
we

can go
on

lineand
get

copiesof
those

deeds

through
the

countyCncl PresCaligiurinoted
the

priceof thesehomesare
based

uponincome
and

hequestioned
if

a
home

sold

to a
COAH

ownerfor
75

00000
could

it

in
the

futurebe soldfor85
000

00to
a
2
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person qualifying for COAH at the top end of the income scale as that original COAH
owner

wouldappreciate
acapital

gain
onthe

property
Hequestioned

whether
thatcould

happen
andhow

exactly
it

would be

taxed
goingforwardCnclDiLucianotedhewouldliketoknow

whetherthe law
says

the
assessedvalue

can fluctuatewith
income

because

if

it

does

there

should

be

a

test

on

the
income

of

all

COAH

units

before

Council

makes

any

decision

on

this

matter

Solicitor

Fiore

noted

he

would

look

into

that

but

he

felt

the

legislature

did

not

build

that

into

the

formula

Mayor

Gabbianelli

felt

it

waslike
the

old

FarmersHomeLoans
once

peoplequalified they
werein

Cncl

RonaldGarbowski felt
theCOAH

assessmentgoes
with

the
twenty

year
mortgage
and

thehomeowner
maintains

theirqualificationsuntil

theysell
the

property

Cncl

William
Sebastian

questionedhow

much

of
the

3

01317wasthe

municipality

responsible

forwhether
the

school

is

going to
pay

back

their

55

andwhether

the

countyisgoing
pay

their

20

He

noted
this

was

a
county

assessment

but

therefund

will
comeout

of
the

townshipspocket

Cncl PresCaligiuri

questioned
the tax

collectoron

whether
this

wasa
time

sensitive

matter
Mrs

Rumpf

replied
no

and

thatshe
willlet

the
homeownerknowthatthismatter

is
being

reviewed

Cncl PresCaligiuripolled
Councilas

to whether

this

matter

should

be

tabled

Themajority

of Council

wanted
to

table

this issueuntilSolicitor
Fiore

could

provide

additional

information
CPUBLIC

PORTION

Cncl

Ronald

Garbowski madea
motion
to

openthePublic
Portion
The

motionwas
seconded by

Cncl William
Sebastian

and
unanimously

approvedby
allmembersof

Council

inattendanceW Larry

Cooper

Srspoke of
four

affordable

houses
that

were

constructedon
Oak

Streetthrough
themedian

meanstestthatrequired

applicantsto
have

55
of

what

the

normalmeans

would

be

to

purchasea
homein

this
townshipThat

program
wasbased

on
ILwentyfive

years
andthe

homes
could

be sold

for
asmallprofitbuttheymustbesoldtoanother

affordablehousing
personThatpersonwould

continuethose
years

untilit
got toILhetwenty

five

year
point

at whichtimethehouse
cangoto
a

market

value
home

He
xplainedhe

purchased

his

home
though

affordable

housing

for

fifteen
years

The

property

s

now paid
off

and

he
now

cansellitforwhateverhe
can

get for

it

CnclPres
caligiuri

questioned

what
happens

ifaCOAHhomeownerbecomesineligible
for
a

COAH
Property

duringthe

time he
owns

the

property

Mr
Cooperexplained

a means
testoccurs whena

person

movesintothehouseand
theycanstaytherebutmostpeopleelecttoleavendpurchaseanotherhomeWithnooneelsewishingto

speak

Cncl

Marvin

Dilks

made

a

motion
toclose
the

lPublicPortion

Themotionwas
secondedby

Cncl

Ronald

Garbowski
and

unanimously
pproved by

allmembers
of
Council

in

attendance
3
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Mayor Gabbianelli noted he inquired about the COAH rental units and found that
they

arereassessed
every fouror

fiveyears and

residents can remain

there forthat timeas longas

they abide byall property management regulations He noted that is also the way theFarmers
Home

Program was
Cncl
Pres

Caligiuri
spoke

of
Council receiving

a
request

from

the

Real

Estate

Director
to

provide
an

evaluationconcerning
Summer

Fields West

and

noted

in

the

past
a

precedent

wasset on
how

evaluations

areissuedbased on

how

theproperty
impacts

adjacent
property

valuesandhefelt

that
should

be

carried

out

again

He

requested

MrFiore

verify
that

for

him
Mr

Fiore
indicated

he

has

not

heard

back

from the

Director

of

Real

Estate

Charlie
Able

and
will

follow

up
on

that

DNEWBUSINESS
Cncl

PresCaligiurireportedrecelvmga
memo

from

theBoardof

Health
requesting

that

a board

member
who

has

not
been

attending
meetings

be

removed

by
Council
and

the

alternate

member

John

Fitzgerald

be

appointed
to

that
position

Cncl

Garbowskiquestioned
if
the

board

followed
all

removal
procedures

by

notifyingthe

individual
Mayor

Gabbianelli

advised

the
proper
procedures

were

followedby
the

BoardofHealth Cncl

Pres

Caligiuri
polledCounciland

all
were

in

favor
of

moving

forward

with the
appointment

The
Clerk

noted

for

the

record

theresolutionappointinga
member
to

the

Board
of

Health
would

be

numbered

R

55
2012

E

OLDBUSINESS
Cncl

MarvinDilksquestioned the

status
of

Lois

Driveand
Main

Street

MayorGabbianelli
advised

the
County

will

be
taking

care
of

that

as

it

was

their

overlay

that
aused

the
drainage

problem

Cncl

Walter

Bryson

referred

to

the
Historical

Society
trying

to

move

the

old

train

tation

back
to

Williamstown
and

noted

that
should

beableto be
done

without

Pineland

approval
if

it

is

movedtoa
location

that

already

has

water
and

sewer

if
it

is below
1

000quare
feetand

is
placedon

an
impervioussurface

Mayor
Gabbianellinoted

a
epresentativefrom

the
Pinelands

will be

attending
ameetingherenextThursdayandheilladdressthis

matter
with

her

at

thattime
Cncl

Sebastianfeltif
the

building

is
mallenoughit
wouldnotfall

underPinelandsregulationsEngineer Dave
Cella

felt
we

ayneed
togothroughthe

Pinelandsbecause
ofthe age

of
the

buildingCncl
Pres

Caligiuri
requestedthe

Director

of

Public
Safetyprepare a

very
brief
nformalreportregarding

police
activities

as

required

by

Chapter69of
theTownshipCode
enoted
hewouldappreciate

somebackground
information

because

he
has

been
receivingnquiriesfrom

constituents

about
police

activities

aroundtownand

abriefreportwould4
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help Council become educated and able to respond to constituents He gave Director
Smart a copy of Chapter 69 and State Statute 40A 118 to

review
whichaddresses

this
Issue

Cncl

Pres Caligiuri

noted
on

December
13

2011
he

sent
an

emailtoChiefJoe
Smart
concerningsome
mattersatChestnut

Green

and

thechiefadvisedhimthrough

email
that

theofficers
involvedwere attempting

to find

a stolen

phone

but
during

the
course of

that
investigation

they
discovered

other

criminal
activities

and
were

also
investigating

them
Cncl

Caligiuri
notedhereported that
to

his
constituentsandthen

they
wanted

to know

what

those

crimes
were

as

they
wereconcerned
that

itcouldbe
burglaries

or

other
serious

crimes

That

information

wasrequestedfrom the
Chief

byan
emailonDecember 132011

but

no

response

was

receivedsoa telephone

call

was
thenplacedto

the

Chief butnoresponsewas

received
from
that

eitherCncl

Pres
CaligiuriaskedtheDirectorof

Public

Safety

to gethimthe
information

aboutthe
other

criminal

activities
so

he

can

respond
to hisconstituentsPublicSafety

Director
Jim

Smart

notedhewas notcopied onany
of

theemails
andthis

is
thefirst
timeheis

hearing

about

thissincethelasttime

itwasdiscussedwith

CnclCaligiuri Cncl WilliamSebastian

questioned

if

theChiefmentioned

any

ongoing

investigations

of
the crimesthey
found

because

sometimestheycannot
disclose

information
Cncl

PresCaligiuri notedhe
could

have
responded

withitis
a

nonviolent
crime

or
it
isanongoinginvestigationbutnoresponseis

inappropriateHealsospokeofanincident

onFebruary
2nd

on
Green
Avenue
on
whichhecalled

the

Chiefthreetimes

during
thecourse

of

onedayand
did

notget
a

returncall
Finally

he
called

Captain

Howard

Wiemer

and

did
get

a

response

Cncl

Pres

Caligiuri

noted

he
is

nottryingtopick
onthe
Chief

as
he

isnot
anti

policeofficer
he

just
needs

someinformationto

give
to

his
constituentsDirector

Smartnotedhe
saw

the speedboard
on

thestreetso
the

IProblemwas
probably

takencare
of

becausethatis

the

firststep
indetermining

ifthereis
a

true issueTheboardis
alsoconsidered

a

warningandafterthat
tickets

will
beissued

Henotedhe
will

confirm

that

and

give
Cncl

PresCaligiurithe
answer

CnclPres
Caligiuri

alsospoke
of

anotherincident
that

involveda
resident

submittinga
report

tothe
Police

Departmenton
January

19thand
of

the
internal

nvestigation

thatwas
done

Henoted
he

hasnot
heard

what the statusofthat

is

HeInotedthe
particularresident

that
attendedthat

meeting

noticedthemeeting
was

being

Irecorded

and

sent
in

an

OPRA

request

to
get

a

copy

of

the
recording

but
they

neverreceived
t
MayorGabbianelli

feltthat
they

would

not

be

entitled

to

OPRA

on

an

investigation
lenclPres

Caligiuri
noted
ifameeting

isrecorded

they

would

be

entitled
to

a
copy

of
thatIrecordingSolicitor

Fiorequestioned
whether

it
was a

meetingwith
the

complaining
party

CnclPres Caligiurireplied
yes

Mr
Fiorequestioned

whether theOPRA
request

LamethroughtheClerks
Office

The
Clerk

explainedsometimes
OPRA

requests
go
directly110

the

PoliceDepartment
MrFioreexplainedthis

may be
an

internalaffairs
investigation

ILhatmaynotbesubjectto OPRA
Cncl
Pres

Caligiuri

notedthe
investigation

maynot
Ibut

the
recorded

conversation probably
would

to
thepeople

involvedin
thatconversationIMr

Fiorequestionedwhetherit
was

a
recorded

statement
from

the
internalinvestigation

pfficer
investigating

the

incident
CnclPres

Caligiurireplied
thatis

correctMr
Fiorelootedthe

resultof
that

may
not

be

a

public

record5
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Mayor Michael Gabbianelli advised the specs for two fire pumpers for the
Williamstown Fire Department and one rescue pumper for Cecil have been

prepared
Onecommandvehicle

forWilliamstown
Ambulanceisalso

beingconsidered
That

vehicle

will
cost

approximately
3000000

and

it
will

be

purchasedthrough
statecontract

The
costof

the
threefire

trucks
willbe

between
11

and
1

2 million

but
couldpossiblybelessbecauseofourtradeinsHe

alsoreportedCecil
Ambulance

willbecome

partofthe
MonroeTownshipAmbulance

and
Rescue
Association

on

March
pt
The
Mayornotedthetownship

willgoout
to

bond forthesevehicles
and

thethree
fire

trucks
will

be

packagedtogetherso
we
have
one

companyprovidingthe
equipment

Hecommendedthe

committee
that

preparedthe
specs

for

doing

a
great

jobgettinginformation
fromvarious

fire
truck

manufacturersThetruckswillbebasicasmost

of
the

fireequipmentwillbetakenfrom

the

trucks
we

now

have

The

Cecil
truck

will

havefreshair
equipment

and

that
equipment

isincludedin
the

specsCnclMarvinDilks
questionedhow

longitwilltaketogetthetrucks

oncetheyare
ordered

Director

ofCode
Enforcement

George

Reitz

advised
it

will take
300

daysto
get

them
Director

of
Public

Safety
Jim

Smart

questioned

the

status

of

the

Comcastgrant money
and

when

the
fire

departmentcan

start

making
use

oftheir
funds

CFOJeff
Coles

explained
Council

authorized
spending

through

the

grant

fund
and

the
money

hasbeen
added

to
the

budget

accounts
Items

havealready
been

purchased
for

theLibrary
and

Police
Department

sothe
money

is
available

Thebreakdown

of

the
grant

is
attached

to the
resolution

and
all

the departments
need

to

do
is

put
in

theirrequests
through

apurchase requisitionMr
Coles

notedhe
orthebusiness

administrator

can

help
thedepartment

withthat
processCncl

WalterBryson

questioned
whatthe1

1

millionrepresentsto

taxpayersr

Coles

explained
the

township

will

goout

for
long

term

bonding

for
the

trucks so

the

cost
illbe

spread
out

overfifteen

years

The

bondingcost

right
now

is

probably25

or

3

heMayor explainedwe

justrefinanced
ourbondsso

there

will

be
abig

cut

inpaymentsin

2018 Mr

Colesexplainedwewill

probably

backendloadthis bond

and

pay

the
interestup

ront

andthen

the
principal

in

2018

when
theother

bonds

die

Discussion
tookplace

regarding

other
itemsthatmay

be

purchasedthrough

the
capital

budget

MayorGabbianellinoted

a

trash

truckis beingpurchased

throughrecycling
grantsand in

order

to

maintain
ourfleet

equipmentanother
onewill

be bonded

for

Mr
Colesnoted

along

withhe

equipmentbeing purchasing

we

have

old
authorizations

theMayor
andCouncilauthorized

over

the

last
coupleof

yearsthatwe
haventbondedmoniesfor

In
thebudgetehaveadeferredchargeandhavebeenpayingdown10ofthoseappropriationsbecausee

didn
t

knowifwewere
goingtodo

any

more
debtand

theymust
bepaid downwithin

en

years

Wehave

80

ofthose

authorizationsto
fund

plus

the
new

equipment

so
wewill

ave

asizeable

bondof
2

5

or
3

million

and

shouldget a

good
cost

Wehave
already

done

he
preliminary

official

statement
andreceived

our

bond
rating

whenthe
refinancing

bond

as
done

so

that

willsave

onthose
costs

for the
newbond plusthecost

of
issuingthe

new

6
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bonds should be a lot cheaper since we are doing two issues in

one
yearCnclDiLuciaquestionedwhethertheestimatewas

90
000

00to100
00000

in
interest

payments
MrColes

explained
itdepends

because

the
principal

will

not
be

paiddownuntil2018

F
COMMITTEE

REPORTS

Cncl

William
Sebastian

reportedthathewillbe
away

on

business

for
the

March

7th

Ordinance

CommitteeMeeting
and

was

going
toask

former
Ordinance

Chairman

CnclTeefy

to
take

hisplaceforthatmeeting He
noted

ifanyone
has

anything

for

that
meeting

agenda
they
can

contacthimuntil
he

goesawayonMarch5th
G

QUESTIONS
REGARDING

RESOLUTIONSCHEDULED

2

14
12

CnclWalterBryson
referredtoResolution

R512012 that
authorized

grantfunding

for
sidewalks

and noted
he

would like
to

see
the

sidewalk
on

Constitution

Way

that
has

been

openfor
the

last

fifteen
yearsbecovered

before

the

completion

of

Wal
Martas

that

will
make

itmoreconvenient

for

residents

to
walk

there

Cncl

Pres
Caligiuri

explained

thatexpenditureis
under

the
jurisdiction

of

the
Mayor

and
that

issue

should
be

taken
up

with

him
Cncl

Brysonnoted
he would
alsoliketo

see

eitheronthe

BlackHorse
Pike

or

Corkery

Lane
a

sidewalk

to

meet
the

onethatwillbe
onMalaga RoadMayorGabbianelli

explained

thatis
all

partof WalMart

and

will
be

donewhenthey

get

to

that

phase

of
the

construction
CnclPres

Caligiurireferred
to

thelanguagein
R

47
2012

andR
49

2012

stating
certified

fundswillbe
available

in
the

2012

budgetandquestionedwhetherCouncilwill
ever

voteuponthat
CFO

Jeff

Coles
explained

no

one

was
able

to

provide

him

withaspecificamountfor

the

alternatephysician
so

the

fundscould
not

be

certified

as

a

purchase
order

is
issued

in
theamount

of
the

contract

when
he

certifies

funds

He

noted
when

Council
votes

upon
R

47

2012
andR

492012 they
are

sayingmoneywill

beappropriated
within

the
budget

to
fund

the
resolutions

Solicitor
Fiore

explained

that

language

is

fine
and

is

the

way

the
resolutions

are

done

every
year

CnclCaligiuri
questioned

theMayor
on

whetherwe
always

usethesedoctors
sincethere

are

many

doctorswithin
Monroe

Township

The

Mayor

replied

wehaveused
these

doctors
for

many

years

He noted
theformer

Human
Resource

Officer

recommended these
doctors

because

of
their

working
relationship

withworkers

compissues
and

drugtestingissues
plus

their
prices

were
good

HQUESTIONSREGARDING
ORDINANCES

SCHEDULED

2

14

12

None
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MINUTES
COUNCIL WORKSESSION
TOWNSHIP OF MONROE

FEBRUARY

14
2012

I

ADJOURNMENT
With

nothing

further

for

discussion

CnclWalterBrysonmade

a

motion
to

adjourn
the

Council
Work

Session

ofFebruary142012
Themotion

was
seconded

by

CnclRonaldGarbowski

and
was

unanimously

approved
by

all
members
of

Council
in

attendance
Respectfully

submittedvlrf6iPrsidin
ffieer

Susan

McCormickRMC
Municipal

Clerk

These
minutes

were

prepared

from
thetaperecorded

proceedings

and
the

hand

writtennotes
of

the

Council Work Session
of

February 14 2012
and

serves
only

as
a

synopsis

of the
roceedings

Portions
of

theofficial tapemaybe

heardin

the

Office

of

theTownshipClerkupon
proper
notification
pursuant

to

the
Open
Public
RecordsLawApprovedas

submitted
pproved

as
corrected

L

j

Vd

V
Date

Date
df

b8


