
MINUTES

COUNCIL WORK SESSION
TOWNSHIP OF MONROE

SEPTEMBER 27 2011

A OPENING CEREMONIES ROLL CALL

The regular scheduled Work Session

MeetingoftheMonroeTownship
Council

was
called

to
order

byCouncilVicePresident
Frank

J
Caligiuri

atapproximately7
05

PMinthe
Conference

Room
onthe

firstfloor
of

theMunicipal
Complex

located

at
125

Virginia AvenueWilliamstown
New

Jersey

Thismeeting
was

advertisedpursuant
to

theNew
Jersey

OpenPublic
Meetings

ActNJSA
10

4 6
thru10

4
21Notices were

placedin
the

officialpublicationsforMonroe
Township

i
e

Gloucester

County
Times

Courier
Post

and
the

Sentinelof
Gloucester

CountyAcopyofthatnoticehasbeenpostedonthebulletinboardat

the

Municipal Complex SALUTE TO OUR FLAG

Cncl Dan Teefy led the Assembly in

the

Salute

to

OurFlag

ROLLCALL
OF
PUBLIC

OFFICIALS
CnclWalter

Bryson
CnclFrankCaligiuri

Cncl
RichDiLucia

Cncl
RonaldGarbowskiCnclWilliam

Sebastian

Cncl

DanielTeefyCncl

Pres
MarvinG

Dilks
JrPresent PresentPresentPresent

Present
PresentExcused Mayor

Michael
GabbianelliBusiness

Admin
KevinHeydel

Solicitor

Charles
FioreEng

Dave
CellaARHDirofFinance

Jeff
ColesDirof

Public
Safety

JimSmart
Dirof CodeEnforcementGeorge

Reitz
Dirof Community

Mfairs
SandyDilks

Municipal
ClerkSusanMcCormickPresentPresent

Present
PresentPresent Present

Arrived
7

20PM

ExcusedExcusedPresent
B

MATTERS

FOR
DISCUSSION

GrandTheatre Update
Michael

Kretschmer

Chairmanofthe
Economic

Development

CommitteeandBoard
Member

of

the
Grand

Theatre introduced

the
otherboardmembers

inattendanceLauri

Hudson President
Road

Company

Theater Group LaniCampagno
Vice

President

John Zumwalde
Director

of
Building

MaintenanceDenise

Lallier
Director

of

Costumes and
Donna

Vesely
Director

of
Fundraising

Mr Kretschmer then went
on

to

explain

how

thetheatresufferedasevere
set

back

inMay2010
when

the

1924HistoricTheatrecollapsed
dueto

record
snowfallsof

the
previouswinter

season
Throughtheir

own
fundraising

efforts
and

insurance compensation

we
1
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B MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION cont d

I were able to raise enough money to start to plan the re build One major issue they
face

isthe

condition

ofthesidewalk
inthe

front
ofthe

theatre
whichis

in
badshape

and
causesa

safety
concern

Mr Kretschmer

displayed
picturesoftheareaaddingthatlongbeforetheyeven

purchased
thebuilding

the
sidewalkswereaproblem

He

addedtherehavebeen
several

sidewalk
projects
alongMainStreet

but

the
theatrehas

been

by
passed
entirelyMayor

Gabbianelliadvisedthe theatrewasnot
by

passed

we
just

ran
out

of

moneyThe

Mayor noted
that

we
will

help

withthisprojectif

we

can

throughthe
next

sidewalkgrantbutthe
sidewalkswill

not beinstalledprior
to

the
completion

of
the

I
construction

project
As

soon
as

the

construction

phase

is

complete

we

will

be

sure

to

make

every

effort

to

helpthe

theatergroup
MayorGabbianelli thennotedwehave

committed

to
the

projectand perhapswecan
maybedo

pavers at
the

entrance
Lauri

Hudsonadvisedthat
the

group
is

set

to

break

ground

probably

sometime

in

Novemberand

the

theater

will

beback
ina

big
wayShe

added
thatthere

was
amillion

dollar
policyand

through
our

fund raising

efforts
weraisedanother50000to60000onour

ownOne
of

the
mainreasonsin

comingbeforecouncilthisevening
isthatwewould

love
tohavethe

sidewalks

donefor ourgrandopeningandwe
absolutelyagree

the
sidewalksshould

not
beinstalled

while
heavymachinery

etc
isbeing

used
at

the site

We
justwantedtocallattentiontotheprojectThetheatre

group
is

lookingfor
a

date

sometime

in

June
2012for

theirgrand
opening

CecilFire
BobFergusonChief
of

Cecil

Fire

Company
wasin

attendanceto

advise

councilonthe

status
of

their

rescue
truck2957 1990notingthat

it

isoutdatedand

they
are

starting

to
run

into

manyproblemswithit
Hewasattemptingtosee

where

the
township

stands

as

far
as

replacing

thevehicle
He

noted

the

company
isreally

trying

to

dosomething
about

the

rescue
truck

andhesubmitted

information
to

CnclDilksand
CnclCaligiuri

regardingthereplacementfigures
Mr

Fergusonthen
explained
the

nextvehicle
that

mayneed

to
be

replacedis
thePierce 19892957

Cncl

William
SebastianChairmanof

the
Public

Safety

Committee
indicatedthathewasin

possessionof
all the

information
forwardedtocouncil

members
He

noted

there
willbe

a

Public
SafetyCommittee

meeting

to

address equipment
needs

on

Thursday October6th

at
700PM

The
meeting

will

involve allthe
Fire

Chiefs

theAmbulance
Squadalong

with
representativesof

the
PoliceDepartment

and
theDirector

of
PublicSafety

Jim
Smart

has been

notified
CnclSebastianexplainedtherearesomemajorconcernsbeingraised

by all

the departmentsandweareworking
with limitedfunds He

also
extended
an

invitation
to

thesolicitor
and
the

businessadministrator
if
theywould

like

to

attendTraffic
Signal

Agreement

Cross

Keys Road
Rt

689
TwpClerk

Susan
McCormickadvised

that
Paul
Esposito

County
PlanningDepartmenthad

delivered
theagreement

to

her officeUpon
discussingthiswithCnclPresDilkshedetermined

there

wassome
disparages

withinthecontext oftheagreement2
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and he placed this matter on the agenda for discussion by both Mayor and Council

embers This agreement deals with a traffic

signalto
be

installed

atCountyRoute
689

Berlin

Cross

Keys

Road
and

the

intersectionofWaynesboro Way
inWashington

Township

and

a
proposed

driveway
forthe

proposed
CrossKeys

subdivision
known
as

The
CrossingsatMonroe

to
belocated

in
Monroe

TownshipItseemsthatcountycounselhaddeterminedthatWashington

Township
should

not

be
part

oftheagreementasindicatednanemail

sent

from
EdwardRoseAssistantEngineerwiththe

County
There

was

ariefdiscussion
on
thiswith

theconsensusbeing
that

MayorGabbianelli wouldcontact
ince

VoltaggioCounty
Engineer

to
get

clarificationonthematterhe
will

report

backtoounciLI
Public

Safety

Update
I

Cncl

WilliamSebastianagain
advised

of thePublic
Safety

Committee
meeting

scheduled

for
Thursday

October
6th

Hethen
advised

councilofasituation
within

the
police

department

involving

the

700

MHz

band

that

will

be
federally

mandateddigitalband

in
approximately

a
year

and

a

half
at

a

cost

close
to

400000to

purchase
radios

for
every

vehicle

and
hand

held
throughout
the

townshipCnclSebastian
noted

thatif
you
access

the

web
site

for

Motorola
they

actuallyhave
a

countdown
clock

postedindicating
the

time left
until

itswitchesoverto

the
700

MHz bandnationwideMayorGabbianelli

notedthis

willbe
a

major
expense hopefully

the

federal
governmentwill

assistwithsometypeof
aid

Director
of

Public
Safety

Jim

Smart
indicatedthat

the
countyis

trying

to
secure

as
many

grantsaspossibletominimizethe

impact

toeach
township

that

must

switchover
There

have

been

extensive
meetings

of
the Gloucester

County Police
Chiefs

and
this

matter
is a

majorconcern
Cncl

Walter

Brysonnoted
he

felt
all

thetowns
within Gloucester

County
collectively

shouldwrite letters
or

lobby
to do

whatever

is

neededto
secure

some grant
moneyas this

is

approximately

a
400

000
major

expensefor this
township

as

well
as

others He
felt

that if the federal
government

mandates
something

then they should

be required to furnish
funding

Cncl
William

Sebastian added

his
recommendation would

be

to

drafta
resolution

and haveit
distributed to

other

municipalities

throughout
the

state The
Solicitor

will draft a
resolution

to

be
included

on the regular

meeting agenda for October
25th

Cncl
Sebastian

also noted he

spoke with the
county

on
this and as

there
isno funding

available

at

thisparticular
time

they
were

looking into mass
purchasing

through
one

of
the vendors

The
county

was talking ofa
cost

of

between

2 000 and2
500

perradio
hand

held

or

mounted in
police

vehicle Discussion continuedDirector
of

Public

Safety

Jim Smart
indicated

that Detective
Greg

Wolfe MTPD wasin
attendance

to discuss

a
public

safety matter
that was

broughtup at the last
regular

council meeting
Detective

Wolfeadvised
he

wasrequested

by

the Chief
of

Police Joe Smart to
attend

and update councilon
a

probleminvolvingthe
sale

ofbath salts and
synthetic

marijuanabeingsold in local stores Concerned citizens have been
voicing

theirsentiments
on

this
tothemayor

as

well
ascouncilmembers

Detective

Wolfe
wentonto

explain

there
areongoing

investigations

regarding

this

He

explained
thepolicehave

made

purchases
ofthesynthetic

marijuana

in
thepastand

have

sent
itoutfor

testing

The

police

have

also

made

arrests

and

charged

individuals

unfortunately

the

test

results
3
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I

are coming back negative for any controlled dangerous substance or analog With

hat being said those charges would

have

to

ultimately

be

dismissed
Detective

Wolfe

xplained

thatsynthetic
marijuana

and

bath
salts

are
coming

from

other countriesThereas
legislation

passed

on
August22ndthis

year
banning

certainchemicals
Headvisedofanoperation

thatjust
took

place

inWoodbury

this

past

week
and

unfortunately
the assistant

prosecutor
has

nothingto
go

on

as
therehavebeen

no

cases

in

Gloucester
County

hathavebeen
tried

This
matter
is

inunchartered
waters

as itisa
new to
the

area

There areseveral

on

goinginvestigationsintocertain
shopsinthe areathat

cannotbe discussed
atthistime

CncWilliam

Sebastianposeda
questionwithregard

to
the
sale ofthesesubstances to minors

Detective

Wolfeadvised
there

aresome
packages

withwordingfor
adult

useonlyhowever there
is

nolawthatthe
police

department

is
aware
of

stating

youcannot sell
to

minors

He

then
went

on
todiscusscertain

measuresbeing

taken
by

the
TPD noting

this
is
a

even
gray

area

for
the

prosecutor

s

office

and
the

office

is

notgetting
muchguidancefrom

them
untilsome

cases
have

been

tried
Detective

Wolfe

then

explained

basically
these

substances

are

a

stimulant
to

the

central

nervous

system
The

fake

marijuana

some

kids
are

smokingis

being

sold

as
incense

Again

he

stressed

the
police

department

is

in

the
process

of

conducting

some openon
goinginvestigationsintothesale

etc
of

suchsubstances
and the

chemical
makeup
of

eachsome
of

which
we

are

awaiting
lab

reports
someof
whichreportshavealreadybeenreceivedandcamebacknegativeHeexplainedthatsyntheticmarijuanastays

in
yoursystem

for
alongperiodoftimeandthereisnowaytodetermine

what

thelong
term

effects

of

thechemicals
may

beCncl

DanTeefy
questioned

if

therewasaway
to

get
more

police

presence

at

theareas where

the

policehave
know

ledge
ofthesesubstances

being

sold

Detective

Wolfe
notedweknowthemMainStreetdelinottobesellinganyoftheseitemsTherearemanydifferentareaswherethesethingsarebeingsoldgasstationsetcDiscussioncontinued

Blaze
Mill

Litigation
SolicitorCharlesFioreadvisedthathehadaconferencecallscheduledfortomorrowwithJudgeMcDonaldregardingthestatusofthelitigationHenotedweneedtosetupameetingtocomeupwithagameplanastohowweproceedinthecaseThismeetingcouldbeeitherbeintheformofacommitteeofcouncilwhoreportstothecouncilwiththeirrecommendationsorameetingoftheentirecouncilwhichwouldhavetobeinexecutivesessionItwastheconsensusofcouncilmemberstomeetinexecutivesessiononthismatterAmeetingdatetobedeterminedwillbescheduledforsometimebeforetheendofOctoberAzimiSolicitorCharlesFioreadvisedthisisacaseinvolvingavariancezoningboardofadjustmentandthefeesassociatedwithsuchThismatterwasheardlastweekandthejudgehasdismissedthiscase41
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Cncl Ronald Garbowski made a motion to open the Public Portion The motion

as seconded by Cncl William Sebastian and unanimously approved by all members of

ouncil

in

attendance
Timothy

Guim

PC

Helpers

approached
council

with
hisconcerns

involvingtheecent
storms
and

thesignificantdamagehisproperty suffered
Hepresentedcouncilwith

ictures
depicting

thedamageonhis

property He

noted the

townshipengineerhasbeenut
at

the
location

andheisattempting
to

findout
what

the status
isasthereisabrokensewer

main

inthebackyard
of

his
property

Mayor

Gabbianelli
indicated

that

the

sewer
main

was

patched

Mr
Guim

then

noted

one

issueis
that

he

does

notbelieve
it

is

completely

patched

andalltheholesarefixedHe
questioned

if

there

was

any

longterm

plan

beyond

just
patching

ashe
believedtherearestill

outstandingissues
MrGuim noted

that
in

speakingwith
his

neighbor
whohas

an
engineer

evaluating
herproperty

thattherearetrees
goingthrough

the
sewer

areaHe
feltthereis

a
larger

more
major

issue

to
addressthan

justpatch
work

TheMayor advised

therewasastudyconductedinthe1980
s

by

RemingtonVernick
and they

wanted60pipeacrossthe

Black

HorsePike
all

thewaythrough

that sectionoftown
then

itgetssmallerand
smallerToundertake

a

majorproject
such

as
thiswould beavery expensiveundertakingcosting approximatelymillionsof dollarswhich

the

township

does

nothave

Mr

Guim

then

noted
he

did

some

research

and
there

may

be

a

program
through

FEMA

that

will

pickup

75

of

the

costsand

in

speaking

further

with

FEMA

they

will
only

give

Mr

Guim

a
smallbusinessloan

which

is
not

going

tohelphim
at

this pointThe
interest

rate
onthis

is
either
4

or 8dependentuponyour
financial

situation

MayorGabbianelli

then

advised

Frank

McLaughlinOEM

Coordinator

is
compiling

alistof
affected

properties

in

the

flood
zone

that

maybeeligible
to

have

FEMA

buy

the
property

MrGuim

stressed
his

main

concern
was

that

hecannot
havethis

happenagainhe
can
t

havea

situation

where

his
business

is

constantly

beingflooded out Hequestioned

whomhe
wouldcontactaboutpurchasing

the

property

addinghe was

open
to

thatas
longasitmakes

financial

sense

ashe did suffersignificant

lossesDiscussion
continuedwith theMayor

advising

of
justwhat the

township
had

doneto
dateonthesewer

main

piping
MrGuim then notedhe

wouldonly
beabletostayat

that
locationif there weresome

sortof
longtermsolutionThe

Mayornoted
thattherecent

storms
were

ananomaly
andhedidunderstand

that

Mr
Guims property

probably
was

thehardest
hitin thetownship

He

will
makeevery effort todo

whatcan
bedoneandhe

will

contact

theengineer and theMMUA

onthis
againMrGuimwillcontact

the
OEMofficefor

information
with

regardto
FEMAWLarryCooperSr

advised
councilofhis recentrequestto

have
sometypeofspeedcontrol

common
stripsinstalledalong OakStreetfrom

Blue
BellRoadtoRailroadAvenue

due
tothetremendous trafficgeneratedfrom

the
ballfieldsandthe

children

at
playin the

area
He

addedthe
onlytimeanambulance

fire

apparatus
wouldutilize Oak

Street
was

ifthere
wasacallto

the

street
Thereare speed humpslocated

alongChurch
Streetsotheargument

that

speed
humpshinder the rescuevehicles

issomewhat
bogusHenotedhebroughtthe

matter

forward

so

it
does

not

fall
through

the
cracks

5



MINUTES

COUNCIL WORK SESSION

TOWNSHIP OF MONROE

SEPTEMBER 27 2011

Cncl Ronald Garbowski made a motion to close the Public Portion The motion

as seconded by Cncl Walter Bryson and unanimously approved by all members of

ouncilin
attendance

NEWBUSINESSCnclWalter
Bryson

spokeon the
flooding

that

took
place along

Orchardand
lanagan

Avenue
After
walking

the
area

and

surveyingthefloodinghe
felt

itwas

not

oming
from

a
particular

sourceHethensent

an

email to
our

legislators

to

find out
if

here

is

any wayor
any

funding

availablefor
storm

sewers

He

felt storm
sewers

are

the

nlysolutioninthat

area

To
datehehasnot

receiveda

reply
tohis

email
CnclRonald

Garbowski
referredto

an
emailsent

to
the

Mayor with

regard
toamemosentfromaresidentwhoresideson

Clayton
Road

itseems
the

gentleman

has

had

some
floodingproblems

withhis
crawl

spaceand
septicsystemHe

inquired

if

perhaps

our
engineercouldgo

outto

the
locationand

advise
whatcan

be
doneCncl

Daniel
Teefyreferred

to
discussion

that took

place
atthelastmeetingwhereitwasindicatedthatthe

engineerorOEM

Coordinator
was

tohave
a

map

of
the

problemareasasit relates
to

floodingissues Engineer

Dave
Cellaindicatedthatmapsweresenttovarious

individualsto
mark

up andreturn them

to
his

officeTo
date

only
Mike Calvello
Supervisor

of
Roads

wasthe
only

onewho
completed

and
returnedhis

map
As

soon
asall

the
information

has been

compiled
the

map
can

becompleted
with

those

areas
notedEOLDBUSINESSCnclRichDiLucia

referred

tothe
work

session

minutes

ofSeptember15thand
wished

to

make

some

clarifications
He

noted

the

solicitor
made a

presentation

on

the
taxes that

were

due

and
unpaid for

lots

located

in
Holiday

City Firstof
all

they

are not
water

basins
allthe

water

basinsin
Holiday
City

are

ownedby
the

township and
they

do maintain
them

He explained
what

the issue involves When the
builder

built the development he was responsible for everything When it was turned over to the trustees it
became

theirresponsibility
toassumewhateverliability

there

may
havebeen

There
werethree

3
properties
included

in
thistransferthey

found
thattwo

2
of

themwhichtheycontinuedtopaytaxesonwithinthe

perimeter

of

HolidayCity

are
worthlessthere

is

nothing
you

can
do
with

them CnclDiLucianoted
thatBlock1603

Lot43 isoutside of the
common

area
and

it

is

a
useless
piece

of
property

Apparently

from

the

information hehas receivedandhe

can

only
conveyto

council what
is
being
told

tohim
as

he

was

notpart ofany
discussions

the

trusteesat

that
time

brought
it

to
the

attention
of

the
tax

office
explaining

that
they

should
not

be
paying

taxes
on

this
The

tax
collector

office
representative

suggested

whynot
let

thisgo to
a

tax

sale
and

thenyou
will

be

done
with
it

this
was
in2004From2004until

2011

noonereceived

anything
no

tax
bill

nothing

Therefore

it
wasn

t

a

casethatthey
trustees

just

ignored
it

they
thoughtit

was
goneCncl

Frank
Caligiuri
questioned

if
thisisopen

space
whoholds

the
deed

towhomisitdeededCnclDiLuciarespondeditwas

deededto theowner
who

builtthedevelopment

6
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OLD BUSINESS cant d

who then turned it over to the association A bill was received which

isan
ccumulationof

years

withinterest

andpenalties
Thisproperty

should
notbe onourooks

we
townshipshould

notbe
paying

to

the

countyon this parceLCncl

DiLuciaoted
thathewouldlike

to

see

councilwipe off

the
taxes

andput
itdownasproperty

that

oes

notbelong to thetownship

Hestressed
thisis awasteland

Solicitor

Charles
Fiorexplained this

is
deeded

tothe
associationthroughHovsons

Cncl

William
SebastianI xplained thisdevelopment

wasnot
approvedthroughthePlanningBoard

it
wasapproved I throughthe

courtsThe
PlanningBoarddeniedit

becauseof
theproblemswith

the
open

Ispace
andsmalllotsThe

matter

was
takento court

and
the

courtreversed
thedecision ofI

the

Planning
BoardThe Solicitor notedat

thattime
theordinancewassilent

on

whether

Iit had tobe

useableopen
spaceandmanyofthe

older
developmentswherethe

open
space

IIwas
intendedforrecreationalpurposesended

up
beingtheperimeter swamplandsasin

Holiday
CityCnclWilliamSebastiannoted

also
withinthecalculation isthestorm

I
waterrunoffandwhereit

is
goingtopercolate totheground

due
toyourcoverageto

the

acreage
byyour homes

driveways
and

roadsThis
allowsforyouto

have

an
areawhere the

water
can

runinto
whichisfiguredinto

the

calculation
Itcould be propertythat

youcan
neverbuildonit

could

be
woodedit could besloped

butif
itisgoingtobe

figured

into
the

I

calculation

then

itis
part

of

the

developmentCncl

Frank

Caligiuri

requested

thismatter

be

further

discussed

atthe

next

council

work

sessionas

there

are

questions

regardingordinances

etc

that need
to

be

addressedCncl

DiLucia
noted

thathewill
report

back

to

the
trusteesfor

HolidayCity
thatthe matteris

still

under

discussionCncl

Walter
Brysonspoke

onthe
installationof

the
new

traffic

signal
locatedat

Corkery

LaneMalaga

Roadand
how

nicely

done
it

was

He

voicedhis concern

that
there

isstill
aproblem

at
the

intersection

of
BlackHorse

Pike

Corkery
Lane

andhe
questionedwhat

is
going

to

done

onthat

MayorGabbianelli
explained

thiswas
discussedat aPlanningBoard

meeting
andthe

design
isgoing

backto
whereitwasoriginally

FCOMMITTEE
REPORTSNone

GQUESTIONS
REGARDING

RESOLUTIONS SCHEDULED
9

27
11None

H

QUESTIONS
REGARDINGORDINANCESSCHEDULED

9
27

11None
7



MINUTES

COUNCIL WORK SESSION
TOWNSHIP OF MONROE

SEPTEMBER

27
2011

ADJOURNMENT

With

nothing

further
for

discussion

Cncl

Walter

Bryson
made

a
motionto

adjourn

the
CouncilWork

Session

of
September

27

2011
Themotion wassecondedby

Cncl
RonaldGarbowskiand

was
unanimously

approvedby
allmembersofCouncilin

attendance

Respectfully
submitted

I

tJt
ill4 j

V
L

IIj
f

fmdi

Susan
McCormick

RMC

Municipal
ClerkThese

minuteswere
prepared

from

the tape
recorded

proceedings
and

the

hand

written

notes
of

the

Council

Work
Session

of

September

27
2011

and

serves
only

as

a
synopsis

of
theroceedingsPortions

of

theofficial

tape
maybeheardintheOffice

of
the

Township

Clerk

upon

proper
notification

pursuant

to

the

Open
Public

Records

Law Approved
as

submittedApproved
as

corrected

J
Date

DateOf1
5

1
8


