
II MINUTES
WORK SESSION MEETING

TOWNSHIP OF MONROE

AUGUST 23 2011

OPENING CEREMONIES ROLL CALL

The regular scheduled Work Session Meeting of the Monroe

Township

Council
was

lcalledto
orderbyCouncil

President

MarvinG

Dilks

Jr
at

approximately

7
00

PM

in

the

Conference
Room

on

the

first
floorof

the
Municipal

Complex
locatedat

125
VirginiavenueWilliamstown

New JerseyThis
meeting

was

advertisedpursuant
to

the
New

Jersey Open
Public

Meetings
Act

NJSA
1046thru104

21

Notices

wereplacedin
theofficialpublicationsforMonroeTownshipieGloucesterCountyTimesCourierPostandtheSentinelofGloucesterCountyAcopyofthatnoticehasbeenpostedonthebulletinboardattheMunicipalComplexIISALUTETOOURFLAGCnclWalterBrysonledtheAssemblyintheSalutetoOurFlagIIIIIROLLCALLOFPUBLICOFFICIALS

II
Cncl

Walter

Bryson

II

CnclFrank
CaligiuriIICnclRichDiLucia1CnclRonaldGarbowski

III
CnclWilliamSebastian

I

CnclDaniel

Teefy
IICnclPres

Marvin
G

Dilks
Jr

IIII I

I

Ii
I

II

i
I

IiI
IIIBPresentPresentPresentPresentPresent

Present
PresentMayorMichaelGabbianelliBusiness

AdminKevin

Heydel

Solicitor
Charles

Fiore
EngChris

Rehmann
ARHDirofFinanceJeffColesDirofPublicSafetyJimSmartDir

of
CodeEnforcementGeorgeReitzDirofCommunity

Mfairs

SandyDilks
Twp

Clerk

SusanMcCormick
ExcusedArrived708PM

Present
Present

Present PresentPresentPresent Arrived7
15PM Arrived
7

15PM

ExcusedPresent
MATTERS

FOR
DISCUSSION

Questionnaire
CY

2011
SFY

2012
Best

PracticesInventoryChief

Financial

Officer

Jeff

Colesexplained
lastyeartheState

of
New

Jerseyinitiateda
questionnairein
an

attempttohavemunicipalities
reportvarious

items

to

the publicTheywanted

to

ensurethat

government

is

doingeverything
itcaninrelation

to
implementing

cost
savings

measures
suchassharedservices health

benefit

entitlements
etcLast

year

s
surveywas

pretty
convolutedbut
thisyearit

is

betterdirected
inthevariouscategories

Mr
Coles

advised thatbothhimselfand
Business

Administrator
Kevin

Heydel
completed

the
surveyand realizedascoreof

over
90

which

gave us100 onourlastpayment
of

state
aid for

thisyear
He

brieflyexplained
howthe

questionnaire
is1

I
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I submitted this year the governing body must acknowledge the survey was taken

IIinto

consideration

ata
public

meeting

after

wbichthe
municipal
clerkmust

completethe
Best

Practice
Public

MeetingCertification
Form

and
submititto

theDCAThe
deadline

IIforsubmittingboththe
surveyand

the

certificationis
September
12011

Itwasnoted
that

thesurvey
hasbeencompleted

filed
and

submittedto
the

DCA
via

emailat

I
wwwni
gov

dcallgsfbestpractice
htm

The

Clerk willsend
her

certificationtothe state
as
Isoonas thegoverningbodyapprovesthe

survey

this

will

take

place
at

theregularcouncil

I
meeting

II
Cncl

Walter Bryson

posedaquestionregarding the

General
ManagementII sectionspecifically

item

5
Does
yourmunicipalityhave
an
ongoing policycross Ireferencingthesubmittal

of

Certificatesof
Occupancy

fromtheConstruction
Official
to

theITax

AssessorThe

responsetothisquestionwas

no

howeverMr

Heydel
noted

thereis
i

tobe
work

doneinthisareaCFOJeffColesexplainedwhattheyarelookingatonthisIisforsafeguardstobeputinplacesothatallCOsaresubmittedtotheassessorandalladdedassessmentareplacedontherecordsbythetaxassessorsofficeCnclBrysonalsoIIquestioneditem7DoesyournuncipalityrequireitselectedofficialstoattndbasicIcoursesonresponsLbLlLtwsandobLLgatwnsLnlocalgovernmentMrHeydelexplamedwhatItheyarelookingforonthisandgaveanexampleoftheJIFseminarthatcouncilattendsonIanannualbasiswiththetownshipreceivingcreditIIITaxPaymentPlanRequestIiIICnclPresMarvinDilksreferredtoaletterreceivedfromaresidentrequestingIIassistanceinpossiblysettingupsometypeoftaxpayeragreementduetoherpersonalhardshipTheprocesswouldbetosendthisrequesttotheTaxCollectorandhaveataxpayeragreementschedulepreparedBusinessAdministratorKevinHeydelexplainedtodate925700isdueallof2010taxesTheClerkwillcorrespondwiththejltaxofficeand

request

a

recommendation

along
witha

taxpayerinstallment
schedule

at

Ilwhich

timethe
solicitor

will
review

it

and
prepare

the

necessary

paperwork

I
resolution

agreement

for

the

next
council

meeting

Blaze

Mill

Litigation
Solicitor

Charles

Fiore

noted

that
Mary

Beth

Lonergan

Court

Appointed
Master

COAH

was

to

be
in

attendance

this

evening

to
speak

on

the

matter
HoweverMrFioresuggestedthatajointmeetingbescheduledwiththePlanningBoardZoning

Board

ofAdjustmentand
Council

as

the

litigation
involves

all
three

entities
ThiswouldgiveMsLonergantheabilitytoaddressallquestionsandspeakonthemattertothoseinvolvedTherewasthendiscussionondatesandtimesanditwastheconsensusofcouncilmemberstoscheduleaSpecialCouncilClosedExecutiveSessionforWednesdaySeptember142011at700PMTheClerkwilladvertiseafterverifyingifallpersonsinvolvedcouldbepresentatthemeeting2
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I
I

II Cncl William Sebastian referred to an email sent from a resident in the Willow

II
Woodsdevelopment regarding

a problem

withthe
retention basin

and
trouble with
aIcontractor

making threats
against the

people Engineer
Chris

Rehmann explained

there
Iwas

an incident

in thevicinity of Buckingham Court He explained the property backs up to Ia retention basin and the

basin
has

failed
notdraining

Wewerehavingthempump
the

i
basin

downandthey were runningthe
pump

24

7

as
this

getsquite
noisy

we
had

them

stopIlthi
He

ent

ontoxplain
that

RichmondAmerican
Ho
es was

advise

of
t

he

noiseIlordmance

m

place

settmg

hoursfrom

8

00AM

5

00PMwhlCh

they

comphed

wIth

MrI
I

Rehmann

explained

thisis

what

was

reported

tohim

by

the

resident

Hewent

on

to

explain

Ithe

pump

was

running

ona

Saturday

and

the

residentswere

planning

a

barbecue

therewas

Ila

request

made

tothe

operator

from

Jersey

ConstructionCompany

to

stop

the

pumpsAt

Ilthat

point

there

wassome

sort

of

confrontation

andthe

police

were

contacted

CnclI
I

Sebastian

then

notedsince

the

police

were

contactedhe

did

not

go

outand

get

involved

I

personallyas

this

was

a

policematter

not

a

council

issueHe

assumed

everyone

was

copiedlion

the

email

however

thatwas

not

the

case

andhe

will

forward

the

emailto
all

council

I

Imembers

Engineer

Chris

Rehmann

advisedthey

contacted

Richmond

Homes

andI

advised

them

this

isa

practice

that

we

willnot

accept

they

chose

tosell

those

homes

i

Iadjacent

to

the

basin

andthey

must

consider

the

factthis

is

a

residential

communityThere

11are

noise

ordinances

tocomply

with

an

the

policewill

be

notified

if

necessaryHe

then

i

spoke

ofsome

proposed

plans

to

allevIatesome

of

the

problems

WIththe

basms

Mr

I

IIRehmann

then

noted

they

havepumped

that

basin

out

atleast

4

times

they

havecleaned

the

i

bottom

atleast

twice

the

saving

factoris
if

it

does

failit
will

not

flood

anyoneit
will

flood

Ilinto

theswamp

and

there

is

sufficientswamp

there

to

take

itI

II

Engineer

Chris

Rehmannthen

advised

that

ARH

wouldbe

bringing

forward

a

lrecommendationto
both

council

and

theplanning

board

on

basin

workthat

needs

to

be

Iaddressed

He

added

he

feltwe

need

to

keep

thehomes

Willow

Woods

that

areadjacent

to

lithe

basin

unoccupiedor

un

built

upon

untilsuch

time

they

can

provethe

basin

works

The

Ilsolution

to

this

problem

isto

widen

the

basin

Onceyou

have

water

in

abasin

what

you

have

Idone

is

taken

capacity

outof

the

basin

for

thenext

storm

This
problem

happenedin

I

I
Chestnut

Greenthere

should

not
have

beena

home

within
200

feetof

that

basin
it

shouldl
have

been
widened

outso

that

there
was

morecapacity

above

the
water

tableA

I

recommendation
will

be

forthcoming

for

Mr
Fiore

to

reviewanda
determination

will

be

made

to
see

if

council

is

interested
in

adopting

the

recommendation

in
ordinance

form

I

amendment

Cncl
Frank

Caligiuri

questioned

if

we
could

mandate

aeration

on

all
basins

I

by

way

of
ordinance

It

was

noted

possibly
this

could

be

done

on
a

wet

basin

and

perhaps
an

I

amendment

to

our
current

ordinance

could

be

done
at

the

same

time

the
other

I

recommendations

are

being
reviewed

He

did

voice

his
concern

with

the

Residential

Site
Improvement

Standards

RSIS

that

preclude
the

township

from

making

certain
types

of

requirements

Discussion

on
this

continued

as

well

as
the

question

of

drainage

easements
on

residential

lots

3



I

I
I
j

I
i

I

I C

I Cncl William Sebastian made a motion to open the Public Portion The motion

was seconded by Cncl Walter Bryson and unanimously approved by all members of

I Council in attendance

II
Jim Smart Director

ofPublic
Safety

spokewith
councilon behalfof

the

fire
Icompanywithregard

to
pumping

outresidential
homesandpropertiesMrSmart

indicatedthis
wastalked

about
previouslyandone

thing
that

wehave
beenlivingbyis

ifllwe
pumpthe

waterout
of

one
house

andit

goes
on

to someone
else

s home
we

take
onthatIliabilityHe questionedif

this

was

still

the
caseIt

was

notedthatyes this

is

thecase IIHefelt

with
councils

approval
he

wouldliketo sendtoall

Chiefs
that

we
do
not

pump
any

Ilhouses
If

there wouldbe
aneminentdanger

of

problemswith
any

utility

they

wouldIlsecure the utilitiesjust

a s
wedidthroughouthe

tow

during

therecent torrenti

l
I

downpoursstorms
ThereISabIt

of

a

problemwIth two fIredepartments

aseach
oneIS II

doing

something
differentOne department

is
showing

upand
sayingthebestI

can

do
forIIYOU is securethe

propertythe
otheroneissayingI

have
pumpslet me runthem

foryou
IMrSmartwent

onto
explainnotwithstandingthe

liability
aspect

weare
committinglequipmenttosomething

that

we
arenot equipped

to
do

Thereis
awaste ofmanpower

in

I
thatif

we

needthat

apparatusand
orpeoplewewill

not

have

themavailable

for
thejob

llthatwe
needthem

to
doThe

solicitor
indicatedthatMr

Smart
as

Directorcould
sendoutllanSOPto

all
departmentsMrSmart notedwedo

have
anemergencyplaninplace

the
Ilreasonhewas bringingitto

the
attentionofcouncilthisevening

is
thatwemay belookingI

I
atasituationcome

this

Sunday
Hewould

likecouncil
s

permissionto
putthispolicyout

I

Mr
Fioresuggested that

the
Business

AdministratorKevin
Heydelcouldcontactthe

JIF

i
II I tomorrowand

getan
opinionfrom

a
liability

standpoint

Mr
Smartwent

on
tospeak

oflithe
potential

impact
theapproachingstorm

could

have
as

it

not
justrain there

are
I

potentialwinds
projectedwhich couldbring

down

tree

andwirespower

outages
road

lclosures

etc

He

noted

thefire
companies

always

worked

inconjunction

with
the

publicl
works

departmentstokeep

the

roadsclearHe

felt

thatismore important
than
trying

toget
water

out
of

basements
He

felt
getting

a
determination

fromJIFas

far

as

the

legalI
standpointwouldbebeneficial

However
with

thisstormknocking
onour

door

he

would

IIre ally liketo

makethe
dispositionbeforetheweekend

There

was

aquestion posed

as
to

Iwhat
companiesmayhavea

service

to

assistresidents with pumpingout

theirbasements
ifthe firecompanies

are

unable
todo this

The
solicitor

suggesteda
generalstatementwithI

wording

such
asthis service isnot

ofa
publicnatureandpossiblynote

many
companiesin the areathat

offersuch
servicesFrankMcLaughlinEmergency

ManagementCoordinator
notedthata

list
could

begenerated
indicatingseveralagencieslocally

that

deal
withthis Mr

Smart
then

notedthere
areprocedures inplace

that

take
theresponsibility out ofthe

townships
handThehomeowneris

technically

responsible

fortheir own propertyDiscussion

continuedon
thetorrentialdownpoursthatoccurred

on
August14thand

the
effects

ofthis
ontheentiremunicipalityMr

McLaughlin
advisedtherewas ahighpotential

for
damagingwindsinthehurricane

that
isforecastedfor thisweekendAs

it
standswearelookingat

the
possibilityofa Category1hurricane

hitting
theareawhichentails

75mph

winds
withhigher gusts

and
heavy

rainsThere
isaconcernIthat

the

ground
isalready saturated

from
the

previousstorm
andtherecouldbe

heavy

damage
withtrees falling MrMcLaughlin

thengave
abriefoverviewof

what

transpired
MINUTESWORK SESSION MEETINGTOWNSHIP

OFMONROE
AUGUST232011PUBLICPORTION
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I
at the lakes dams within the township during the August 14th storm The major issue was

with Sunset Lake as it had

partial
erosion
around
thespillway

Friendsof
VictoryLakes

I
did

a
good

jobinmakingthe
necessary

repairs so
it
did

not

breach

Most

of
the

flooding

took place
in

the

Diamond
Lakesarea

from
thelakes themselves

FEMA

was

contacted

Iand
they

were

in

thearea
on

MondayandTuesdayafterthe

stormand
are

working

on

getting

a

presidential

declaration

of

disasterwhichisa twopart
process

individualI
assistance

and
public

assistance

A
determination

on
this

shouldbe
made

within

a

week
ortwoIICnclFrankCaligiurithen

commented

on

the

issue
involving

the
dam

Victory

i
ILakes

Overthe
last

fifteen

15

years
we

couldnot

figureout
what

was
going on

because
a Ilsink

holewould
always

develop right
onthe

earthen

dam right
above

the
spillway

During
lithe

stormwe finally
discovered

what it

wasbecausethe
storm

unearthed
a

large
cavern I and there

is

a

fall out

pipeunderneaththat
goes

from

the

spillway
of

thehigher

laketo
the

I
outfall

on

thelower
lake

There

is

a flange
or

housing in that
pipe that

separated
and

whatII
was

happening
is that

itwasusing the
water

to
draw
the

dirt

out
from

above

the

fall
out

pipe
and

carryingthatdirt into
the

otherlakethus
creating

a

cavern
So

when
thestorm

lunearthedthattheconstructioncrew
for

Friends
of

VictoryLakes
actually

covered
that

iwith

a
syntheticfiberwrappingand

putclay
and

rock
on

top

of
it

It
is

actually

more securenow
because

ofthe stormthenit
ever

was

in

thelast

15

years

III

MrMcLaughlin

noted

for

the

privatenon

profit

of

Friends

ofVictory

Lakes
the

Itownship
will

includethemin
the
public

assistancecategoryso

they

may

be

able
to

get
llsome

money
from

FEMA

for therepairs
andpossibly

some

permanent

repairs
II

Cncl

William

Sebastianquestioned the statusof

setting up
certainfloodzoneslwithin

the

township

MrMcLaughlin noted

that
is

inplace
itisdonevia

FEMA

mapping

thenational flood insuranceprogram

Headded
hehas allthe

maps

they
haverecently been

revised
as

ofJanuary
lastyearInsteadof

the

large
bulkymaps they arenow

aerialshots
withmuchbetterdetailof

what
typeof house iswhere

CnclSebastian
questionedIifa

homewas
locatedina

designated
flood

zoneweren
ttheysupposedto

get

flood
insuranceMr McLaughlin

explained
in

theparticular
lakeareas theflood

zone

goes
inland out bothsides

ofthe
lakeSomeofthe

houses

are

inthe flood zoneand

othersare
outsideofthefloodzone

He
reportedthereare

some
problems

withinsurance
agentswhoarenotwilling

to
sellinsuranceto peopleoutsideof

the
floodzoneMrMcLaughlinexplained

that
hespokewith arepresentativefrom

FEMA
whoindicatedthatwasincorrect

Anyone
canpurchaseflood insuranceifyou

are
notinaflood

zone

it
wouldbe much

cheaper
than

ifyour
homeislocatedin

a

flood
zoneBusiness Administrator

Kevin
Heydel

advisedof
lettersbeingreceivedfrom

several

residents
seekingdamages from thetownship

dueto
stormrelatedissuesMr

Heydel

forwarded
thesematters to theJIF

fordetermination
DirectorofPublicSafetyJim

Smart

also
reportedon

a
problemwithrespect

to
the

lackof
drainageofthemajor

retentionpond
thatsits

inthe
rear

ofWilliamstown
High

5
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School There is now a major

concernwith
it

overflowingonto
PrinceAvenueevery

time

thereis

a

major
storm

He

questioned
if

there

was

anything

we
could

do

to

help
withthe

problems
along

Prince
AvenueHe

went
ontoexplain

the natureof
a

very

weirdbizarre
and

ugly
call

to this
location

where
the

oxygen
contentinthebasementwasdown

to

6

Iunexplainedto
thispointHeadvisedthecountyhazmatteamwassenttodotestingtodatethegashasnotbeenidentifiedDiscussioncontinuedonvariousproblemsthroughoutthetownshipMrRehmannnotedeightinchesofrainin24hoursisconsideredthe100Iyearstormandthetownshipreceivedwelloverthatalmosta200yearstormYousimplycannot

design
anything

for

that

II

Withno
oneelsewishingtoaddresscouncilmembersCneWalter

Bryson
madeaIlmotion

to

closethe

Public
PortionThemotion

was
seconded

by
Cncl

FrankCaligiuriland

unanimously

approvedby
all

members

of
Council

inattendance
DNEWBUSINESSNoneLliEOLDBUSINESS

I
ICnclRonaldGarbowskiurged

anyonewho

had

proposals
to

submit
forthe

IComcast
granttheymusthaveittohimbythenextcouncilmeetingOnce

all
theinformationiscompiledthecommitteewill

review

therequests
and

come

upwith
IIrecommendationsto

the
full

council IIFCOMMITTEE REPORTSNone
I G

QUESTIONS
REGARDING

RESOLTIONSSCHEDULED
8

23
11

Cne
Frank

Caligiuri
posed

a
question

onResolutionR

143

2011

Resolution

CancelingUnexpended
GeneralCapitalPreliminaryExpense

Reserve
Balance

MrHeydelresponded
Healso

questioned

ResolutionR1462011
ResolutionOf

The

Township

Council OfTheTownship

Of

MonroeAuthorizing

The

Renewal

OfMembership
InTheGloucesterSalem

Cumberland
Counties

Municipal
Joint

Insurance
FundThesolicitorindicated that

a

three
yearcommitment

was

permissible
Alsoquestioned

was
ResolutionR
1522011Resolution

Of

TheTownship
CouncilOfTheTownship

Of
Monroe

Authorizing TheMayorToExecute
The

Shared
Services

With
The

County
OfGloucester NewJerseyMrHeydel

explained
the

figures

involved andadded thattheagreementunder
R

154
2011 was

onethat
was

neverexecuted
thisis

after
thefact

H
QUESTIONSREGARDINGORDINANCESSCHEDULED None6
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III With nothing further for

discussionCnclFrank
Caligiuri

made

a
motion

to

I

adjourntheCouncil

Work

SessionofAugust

23

2011
ThemotionwassecondedbyCnclWilliam

Sebastian

and
was

unanimously

approved
byall membersof

Council

in

attendanceMINUTESWORK

SESSION
MEETING

TOWNSHIPOF
MONROEAUGUST232011ADJOURNMENT

I

I
I

Respectfully

submitted
II

A

J

I
I

2Lt

YI
Susan

McCormick
RMC

IIMuniciPalClerk
IThese

minutes
were

preparedfrom
the

tape
recorded

proceedingsand
the

hand
written

notesr
f

theCouncilWorkSession
of

August23

2011and
servesonly asa

synopsis

of

theI

roceedings
Portionsof

theofficial
tapemay

be
heard

in

the
Ofiee

of
theTownship

Clerkupon
proper

notification
pursuantto

the

Open

PublicRecords Law

II
Approved

assubmitted
Dateq

3
11

Approved

as
correctedDate

I

II
II

7Pz
PresidingOfficer

fJL
7


